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‘By John Economos 


outh Melbourne has taken out this sea- 

son’s NSL Minor League Championship, 

finishing the season ‘first past the post’ 
with real style. 

ABSW takes great pride in saluting the South 
Melbourne Soccer Club for its wonderful feat. 

Coached by former Australian international, 
(and himself a former South Melbourne player), 
Mickey Petersen, in his first year as senior coach 
has done magnificent job. 

Despite being the rookie coach in the NSL, 
‘Mickey P’ displayed excellent maturity as well 
as solid man-management skills, to guide his 
troops to the top of the League. 

Petersen, together with coach Ronnie Corry of 
second placed Wollongong Wolves, must now 
rate as red hot favourites for either to take out the 
“Coach Of The Year Award. 

Souths finished first by scoring 70 goals, con- 
geding a miserly 24 and losing just three out of 
their 30 matches. 

Skippered by the intelligent and mercurial 
linkman, Paul Trimboli, galvanised down the 
back with a rock-solid defence, superbly mar- 
shalled by the ‘prince of defenders’, Mehmet 
Durakovic, Souths this season have been a class 
act. 


| 
| 
| 


ONLY THE BEST, 
READ THE BEST 


| 
= 


Mike Petersen coach and Paul Trimboll captain of South Melbourne Soccer Ciub hoid aloft the Minor Premiership Trophy. . 
first in the NSL season. South Melbourne ‘Norther Spirit In the Round 30 NSL 


(TOP PHOTO) 
(ABOVE) Group photo of victorious South Melbourne players and officials after 


finishing 
match, played at the Bob Jane Stadium, lest Sunday 


night. 
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ustralia will kick-off its FIFA 

World Youth Championship 

campaign against Japan on June 
18, after being named in Group D, with 
the draw held last week in Argentina. 

The Young Socceroos have been drawn 
with Japan, the Czech Republic and 
African side Angola, the group set to play 
its matches in Rosario, Argentina. 

Coach Ange Postecoglou, who was set 
to fly to Argentina for the draw, but was 
unable to do so as a result of flight delays, 
is confident the preparation the Young 
Socceroos are about to undertake will hold 
them in good stead into the competition. 

“Looking at all the groups, our draw is 
not too bad, but overall, it will be a fairly- 
hard first round,” he said from Melboume. 

“Japan made the last Under-20 Final in 
Nigeria and is always a strong opponent, 


6,00am 
(19.06.01) 


- 6.00am 
(22-06-01) 
--3.00am 
(25-06-01) 


ytek Gene and Francis 
Awaritefe retired from 
their illustrious careers 
on Sunday at the Sydney United 
Sports Centre, at the end of the 
season-ending game against 
Football Kingz of Auckland. 
Gene, the club captain this sea- 
son has played for Sydney United 
in the 1995/96, 96/97, 99/2000 
and 2000/01 seasons. In that time 
he won a premiership with the 
club in 96/97 and lost a grand final 
that same year. 


taken to the field on 21 occasions . 
Gene is also an integral part of 
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Sydney Utd bid bye 
to Genc, Awaritefe 


eX) as 
7 a5 


the Czech Republic is also always strong, 
and was recently runner-up in the 
European Under-20 Championship, while 
‘Angola is pretty much an unknown quanti- 


ty. 

“We haven't played any of them, but 
we'll get the opportunity to have a good 
Jook at Japan at the upcoming East Asia 
Games, and we'll have a chance to look at 
our other opposition during the course of 
the Championship. 

“It’s hard at this stage to say who will be 
the hardest opponent, and while we'll be 
trying to get as much information on each 
team as possible, our preparation will con- 
tinue (o be based around the way we play, 
and will start from May 15 when we leave 
for Osaka to compete at the East Asia 
Games.” Postecoglou concluded. 

The full draw for Group D is: 


‘Angola vs. Czech Rep. 

Japan vs, Australia 

Japan vs. Angola 

pasate 4 elconnen Blue Devils trik- 

er Steve Lazzari capped off 
Angola vs. Australia ‘a great season in the NSW 
Premit by winning the 

Czech Republics. Japan ]| Srenot New Prenier Langue 
Gold Medal for the Player-of-the- 
Season. 


The 33 year-old lead from the 
‘outset to join such names as Paul 
Carter, Bill Pilovski, John 
Buonavoglia, Vlado Zoric, John 
Watkiss and Manfred Schaefer as 
New South Wales Soccer 
Federation Gold Medal winners. 

Lazzari also accepted the Golden 
Boot Award, along with Blacktown 
City's Darren locca, as the competi- 
tion’s leading scorer. The former 
National League player was also 
selected in the NSW Premier 
League Select Team that will meet 
Victoria on the 2nd of June at 
Epping Stadium. 

Blacktown City coach Brian 
Brown will lead the Premier League 
Select Team after being voted by his 
peers as the Coach of the Year. 

The full list of winners at the 
Club Marconi’s Auditorium on the 


Prior to his stints with Sydney Aytec Genc: Hanging uy 
United, Gene played in the NSL ue his Bote bls | 27th of April were: 
with Parramatta Eagles and First-grade Premiers & 
Marconi. Gene also had a second Runners Up: Blacktown City and 
stint in the Malaysian league in Bonnyrigg. : 
97/98 and 98/99 before returning Under-19 Premiers & Runners 
to the Bravehearts. Genc was also Up: Leichhardt and Blacktown 
an Australian Representative. City. A 
Despite finishing last season Club Championship: 
United at the bottom of the table, Blacktown City. 
Gene was picked as the club’s Goalkeeper of the Year: Darren 
Player's Player of the Year. This Moore (Central Coast). 
season, injury and suspensions Coach of the Year: Brian Brown 
have taken their toll as he has only (Blacktown City), 


NSW Premier League Select 
‘Team: John Crawley (Blacktown), 


the off field running of the club % = Vuko Tomasevie (Leichhardt), 
and is heavily-involved in the run- Francis Awaritefe: Tayfun Devrimol (Bonnyrige), 
ning of the Sydney United Soccer. Hanging up his boots. Damien Foxe (Blacktown), Paul 
‘Academy. He has also indicated goal scorers in NSL history, } Yates (Blacktown) Javier Mancino 
that he would like to begin a Francis has proved to be a worthy | (Bonnyrigg), Robert Gomez 
coaching career at some stage. dition to the team this season ] (Bonnyrigg), Darren Tocca 
Gene has just recently turned 35. despite recently tuming 37. In 22 | (Blacktown), Steve Lazzari 
Francis Awaritefe only joined — @Ppearances this season, Francis | (Belconnen), Damon Langan 
the Bravehearts this season after Scored seven goals. (Blacktown), Jason Holmes 
beginning his Australian career in The Sydney United fans gave | (Parramatta Eagles), James Stubbs- 
the late 1980's with the Melbourne both players a warm send off after | Mills (Leichhardt) 
Knights. He also played for South the game the Kingz. Player of the Year (First- 
Melbourne and Marconi. Both players will never be for- | grade): Steve Lazzari (Belconnen) 
Ranked in the all time top-five gotten by Australian soccer fans. Player of the Year (Under-19): 


Marc Falzon (Central Coast), 
Matias  Gulle — (Canterbury- 
Marrickville Olympic) and Carlo 
Musumeci (Sutherland) 

Club Fair Play Award: Central 
Coast 

Golden Boot (First-grade 
only): Darren locca (Blacktown 
City) and Steve — Lazzari 
(Belconnen) 

Media Award: Isabell Petrinic 
(Fairfield City Champion) 

The New South Wales Soccer 
Federation also reinstated the ‘Club 
Person of the Year Award’ for this 


lor only the third time since 
the National Soccer League 
kicked-off in 1976, over one 
million spectators have turned- 
out fo watch games across the 
country in one season. 

‘The just-ended 2000/2001 sea- 
son, which drew to first-phase close 
‘on Sunday, attracted a whopping 
1,024,408 spectators by last 
Wednesday, ANZAC day. 

The figure would certainly be 
surpassed, because turn-out for last 
Sunday's games were not yet 
released at the time of going to 


press. 

‘A breakdown of the figures for 
this season shows that 
averagely, 5,122 fans 
turned up for each 
game throughout the 
season. That already is 
higher than last sea- 
son's average figure of 
5,049 per game. 

With the encourag- 
ing figures of crowd 
tum-out, the 2000/2001 
season has already 
yielded more spectators 
than the previous one, 
and is now officially 
ranked as the third- 
highest season in the 
NSL’s history, as 
regards crowd turn-out. 

More importantly, 
teams such as Perth 
Glory, Auckland Kingz 
and South Melbourne 
recorded the highest 


NSL attracts 1m fans 


Parramatta’s Alex Tobin in action 
average spectators at against Perth Glory on ANZAC Day. The 
their grounds, after game pulled a record crowd turnout. 


Young Socceroos draw 
tough World Cup foes 


U/21 Socceroos’ Patrick Kisnorbo U/21 Socceroos’ Kevo Gulesserian 


Steve Lazzari is NSW 
Player-of-the-Year 


season's award ceremony. The indi- 
vidual winners were: 

Tony Paterson-Belconnen’ Blue 
Devils, Danny Kos-Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles, Ken Schembri- 
Blacktown City Demons, Alex 
Pettas-Canterbury-Marrickville 
Olympic, Ray Sandell-Central 
Coast Coasties, Tony Monticciolo- 
Leichhardt Tigers, Glynnis Gaskin- 
Penrith Panthers, Victor Mula- 
Parramatta Eagles, Tony Stecca-St 
George Saints, David Latchford- 
Sutherland Sharks™ 


each round of action.It is therefore 
natural that the ANZAC Day game 
between Perth Glory and Parramatta 
Power al the Perth Oval, saw a sea- 
son-record crowd of 16,422 on hand 
to watch the game, 

Actually, the figure was the high- 
est recorded at any ground over the 
past tWo years. 

Similarly, another ANZAC Day 
game al the Ericsson stadium, 
involving hosts Football Kingz and 
South Melbourne recorded turn-out 
of 8,732, which was the highest fig- 
ure-ever to watch an NSL match in 
Auckland since the Kingz’ incep- 
tion, last season. 
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NSL PLAY-OFFS/ELIMINATION TIMETABLE 


ASANOVIC, 
UNITED’s WORLD 


WEEK ENDING 
6 MAY, 2001 


WEEK ENDING 
13 MAY, 2001 


ist Leg 
Match At 
MAJOR SEMI FINAL 


2nd Leg 
Match A2 


MAJOR SEMI FINAL 


South Melbourne 
vs 
Wollongong Wolves 


Wollongong Wolves 
vs 
South Melbourne 


Ast Leg 
Match B1 
ELIMINATION FINAL. 


ast Leg 
Match B2 
ELIMINATION FINAL 


Perth Glory 
vs 
Melbourne Knights 


Melbourne Knights 
vs 
Perth Glory 


Match D 


Match E 
PRELIMINARY FINAL 


27 MAY, 2001 


WEEK ENDING WEEK ENDING © WEEK ENDING 
20 MAY, 2001 


3 JUNE, 2001 


Match F 
GRAND FINAL 


WINNER ‘A1-2" 
v 


LOSER ‘A1-2' 
v 
WINNER ‘D’ 


WINNER ‘E’ 


MINOR SEMI FINAL 


Ist Leg 
Match C1 
ELIMINATION FINAL 


2nd Leg 
Match C2 
ELIMINATION FINAL 


aac orate 


a Stallions 


Marconi Stallions 


vs 
Sydney Olympic 


WINNER ‘B1=2! 
v 
WINNER ‘C1-2' 


LOSER ELIMINATED 


LOSER ELIMINATED 


| LOSER ELIMINATED 


Off the pitch, money 
worries pre-occupy 


By Bert van Bedaf 


‘bourne Knights captain« 
coach Andrew Marth is no 
certainty to play against 


Perth Glory in the first leg of the 
elimination final at Somers St on 
Sunday, affér having finished sixth 


— 


and Perth in third position. 

A groin injury stopped him from 
taking the field against Newcastle last 
‘Sunday and although Marth desperate- 
ly wants to be on the pitch for the 
finals contest, he admitted he wasn’t 
100 per cent fit. 

“Dm almost 100 percent fit,” Marth 
said at the post-match conference. 


Dennis Ibrahim (right), No.11 shoulders away the Parramatta 
Power's defender David Barrett during an NSL game, 


‘Asked whether he'd play, he said, 
“Touch wood, | hope so.” Probed fur- 
ther if his inclusion was “certain”, 
Marth said, “No, I'm not 100 per 
cent.” 

It became obvious in the second half 
against Newcastle that the Knights will 
need the pony-tailed Rody Vargas and 
Socceroo Steve Horvat in the defence. 
‘The key defenders were rested after the 
break and the Knights backline fell apart 
in the second half, conceding three goals 
against a modest attack. 

‘The Knights also missed Andy 
Vargas, who was rested. Alex 
Kiratzoglou came in after half time for 
Horvat. An absent Dragi Nastevski 
may also be brought into the side 
against Perth. Experienced defender 
Ransford Banini seems on the outer at 
Somers St and hasn't played for quite 
some time, 

‘On Sunday, the Knights defence 
will be up against Australia’s most 
legal strikers Damian Mori and Bobby 
Despotovski, while their strike force 
must score al home to have'any chance 
away in Perth the following week. 

“We'll play our best eleven and the 
boys that will come in are in our best 
eleven,” Marth said. 

The Knights drew 1-1 with Perth at 
home in round 12 and lost 1-0 away in 
round 27, when Marth injured his 
groin. “Against Perth we did quite 
well. We drew the home game 1-1 and 
we should have won that one. (Marth 
had a late goal disallowed for offside). 
We lost 1-0 away. We got beaten in the 
first half, but in the second half we 
should have won that game as well,” 
Marth said. 

‘The Knights are in the finals for the 
first time since 1997 and last Sunday's 
rousing 6-4 victory left Marth in two 
minds. 

“Tt gives you confidence going for- 
ward, but, you know, we copped four 


clubs 


goals which is a bit disappointing. But 
we'll fix that, We've been playing 
quite well for the last four weeks. 
Unfortunately, we’ve not been playing 
too well at home, so, hopefully that 
will change against Perth,” he said, 

He wasn’t daunted by the prospect 
of facing a hostile crowd in Perth for 
the away leg. 

“Everyone thinks the crowd is 
‘against you and so forth. But we enjoy 
playing there. The atmosphere is 
superb,” Marth said. 

He rated his team’s title chances as 
good as anyone's. “For any team in the 
finals is it possible to win the grand 
final, even though some experts think 
we've got no hope. We'll just have to 
wail and see,” he said. 

Outgoing Newcastle coach Lee 
Sterry paid tribute to players and sup- 
porters, who had been behind him at 
Newcastle for three years. 

“I've been very happy with the sup- 
port I’ve had from Newcastle, espe- 
cially the supporters and fans, who 
have been fantastic over three years,” 
Sterrey said. 

“We've eamed the respect of the 
people in Newcastle over two years. 
This year there was no budget. There 
was less money spent than the years 
before, which has made it very hard. 
“We certainly needed to push on and 
buy four or five quality players. 

But the owner didn’t want to do that, 
It’s disappointing from a coaching point 
of view, because you know what you 
need and if you're not given the tools of 
the trade, that disappointing. 

“But as far as the support from the 
Newcastle people is concerned, it has 
been fantastic and they certainly know 
what's been going on this year. At the 
end of the day, I'm just very happy 
with what the boys have given me over 
the three years. That’s for sure,” he 
said. 


CUP STAR 


_ By Jolin Economos 


LIOSA ASANOVIC, 
Croatia’s second 
capped interna: 


tional player, leaves Sydney 
later this week, but has a 
Serious desire to return 
next season to again play 
for Sydney United. 

The brilliant attacking World 
Cup midfielder, if he decides to 
return ext season, wants to 
come and play at least 10 
games for United, 

In his two guest appearances 
for United recently, Asanovic 
with his lethal left foot, pro- 
duced some devastating dis- 
plays,. especially in his first 
game where he engineered 
Sydney Olympic's defeat. 


sending the Kiwi “keeper the 
wrong way. 

Now aged 36 and retired 
from the: international arena, 
the lanky Asanoyic also has a 
strong passion to one day 
become manager of the 
Croatian national team. 

Married with two children, (a 
daughter aged 13 and a son 
aged 9), the pleasant and placid 
Asanovic told ABSW. last 
Sunday night: 

“| was very happy here with 
the great welcome the United 
‘Supporters gave me, 

“T want to come back next 
season but for at least 10 
games. 

“Right now this all depends 
on a job I'm seeking to become 
the Director Of coaching oyer 
the national team of Croatia. 


Aljosa Asanovic, pictured here last Sunday night in the 
offices of Sydney United at Edensor Park, 


Asanovic, capped 56 times 
by-his country, had set up all 
three of United’s goals that ulti- 


| mately sank Olympic 3-2. 


Last Sunday against the 
Kingz in Sydney, and with 
United's veteran striker Francis 
Awaritefe missing through an 
‘overseas business trip, Asanovic 


“bravely tookover one of the 


striking roles. 

However with some very 
poor service coming out of 
United's midfield, left this for- 
mer World “Cup super-star 
starved of ball-supply with 
which to work, 


However when referee ta 
Shield awarded United a penal- 


Asanovic ‘won a Bronze 
medal at the last World Cup 
{France 98), with the national 


“team of Croatia. 


Ih 1996 he was a member of 
the Croatian national side that 
finished in the quarter finals of 
the Euro ‘Championships. 

Over the past two: years, 
Asanovic played with Greek 
giants of the first division, | 
Panathinaikos before winding 
down with Austria Vienna, 

Last year this gilted player 
retired from the 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil ... 


ION BOUTSIANIS, 

South Melbourne’s 
lethal striker of a dead ball, 
last Sunday afternoon 
rocked the Bob Jane 
Stadium with a staccato of 
goals, 

In the short space of just 
13 minutes, ‘Boutsy’ fired 
in no less than four crack- 
ing goals that sunk the 
Northern Spirit 6-2 and 
cemented the Minor 
League Championship for 
his NSL rookie coach, 
Mickey Petersen, 

Congratulations go out 
to ‘Boutsy’, but much more 
importantly, congratula- 
tions to Mickey Petersen 
and the Souths squad for 
being first past the post. 


Kingz, stated: “For Sydney 
United there is always some- 
thing to play for. 

“We were playing for 
three points and to hopefully 
finish just out of the ‘seven’ 
which for us, would have 
been a good performance 
considering where we fin- 
ished last year.” 

Pezzano then went on to 
add: “For next season there 
will be dramatic changes at 
coaching and playing levels 
at United. 

“We need to be able to 
compete. Awaritefe, 
(Francis), looks like not play- 
ing next season. 

“The Club will be trying 
todo more with younger kids 
T believe.” 


Con Boutsianis: Souths’ lethal left footer, seen here last Sunday wedged 
between two of his elated team-mates after scoring. 


\ONY PEZZANO, 
Sydney United's care- 
taker coach, after having 
watched his side last Sunday 
go down 2-4 to the Auckland 


When questioned what his 
future would be with United 
next season, Pezzano was 
quick to reply: 

“T will be happy to again 
be involved with Sydney 


Tony Pezzano: Sydney United’s caretaker coach. 


United. 

“They are honest people 

here which is most important 

to me,” ended the former 

international goalkeeper. 
Qo00 


AMIAN MORI, the 

Perth Glory’s ‘goal- 
machine’, has done it yet 
again. 

Despite not scoring 
against the Canberra Cosmos 
last Sunday afternoon at the 
Bruce Stadium, Mori with 19 
goals finished asthe 
League's Top Goalscorer. 

This was the fourth time in 
the last nine seasons that the 
former fullback, (yes full- ey 
back), has finished as the 
nation’s top marksman. 

1993.Francis Awaritefe a 


h 


all time with 124 goals, 


behind leader Damian 
Mori, Rod Brown (137) and 
John Kosmina (133). 
Q000 
Mr Tom Glibo last 
Sunday aftemoon at The 
Croatian Sports Centre 
became $50,000 richer. 


Francis Awaritefe: Sydney United's veteran striker. 


dealings in drugs. 

Before one panics and 
calls the cops, let’s clarify 
what | ‘Franny’ actually 


does. 
A highly qualified com- 
puter programmer, 


Awaritefe this year joined 
the marketing team of a 
leading Australian phar- 
maceutical company. 
‘Franny’ missed 
United’s last game of the 
season last Sunday against 
the Auckland Kingz as he 
had to fly out of Sydney last 
Saturday for a business 
convention in Hawaii. 
Awaritefe is the NSL’s 
_)| fourth highest goalscorer of 


(South Melb), 19 goals. 
1994.Mark Viduka 
(Melb Knights), 17 goals. 
1995.Mark Viduka 
(Melb Knights), 21 goals. 
1996.Damian Mori 
(Adelaide City), 31 goals. 
1997.David Zarilic 
(Sydney United), 21 goals. 
1998.Damian Mori 
(Adelaide City), 19 goals, 
1999.Pablo- Cardozo 
(Sydney Olympic) and Mile 
Sterjovski (Sydney United) 
18 goals each. 
2000.Damian Mori 
(Adelaide City), 22 goals. 
2001.Damian Mori 
(Perth Glory), 19 goals. 
The marauding _ Mori 
broke into the NSL inthe 80s} 
playing for the Victorian — 
side, Sunshine George Cross 
as a tenacious ... fullback. 
Qa 
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RA NC I's 
AWARITEFE, Sydney 
United’s gangling 36 year 
old striker, almost certainly 


And didn’t he really get a 
kick out of it? 

In fact that is exactly how 
Tommy scored the 50 ‘kilos’. 

A strong Sydney United 
supporter, Tommy entered 
United’s halftime competi- 
tion. 

Supporters were invited to 
try and kick a Soccer ball from 
the halfway mark and land it 
on the full into the goals. 

Not only the ball had to 
land on the FULL inside the 
goals, but it also had to clear 
a metre high banner from 
ground level that was 
stretched across from post to 


post. 
Impossible? 


Well Tommy didn’t think 
50, 
Completely bare footed, 
the chubby Tommy took a 
short run up, and with his 
mighty right, (remember 
bare), foot, clipped the ball 
high and straight that just 
unbelievably cleared the 
stretched out metre high ban- 
ner to grab the cash. 

Tommy with unbridled 
ecstasy, galloped across the 
pitch to the fence to celebrate 
with his-friends, 

The $50,000 cash was 
sponsored by ‘Cafe Sienna’, 
a coffee lounge at Horsely 
Park owned by Club 
Marconi’s young Director, 
Mortis Licata. 

It’s not true that the price 
of Cappuccinos at ‘Cafe 
Sienna’ yesterday had been 
lifted to $8 per cup. 

Q000 


hat a fine player the 
Auckland — Kingz’ 
black striker Dennis 
Ibrahim has turned out to 
be for the Kiwis 
Last Sunday afternoon 
against Sydney “United in 
Sydney, Dennis cracked a 
magic hat-trick within the 
space of just 15 minutes in 
the first half which heavily 
laid the solid, foundations 


for the Kingz” 2-4 win over 
United. 
This was the Kingz’ fifth 
away-win for the season, 
This was Tbrahim’s sec- 
ond hat-trick of the season, 
having scored his first 


against the Brisbane 
Strikers who the Kingz 
downed 3-2 at home. 
Qo00 
HO was the drongo 
spotted last Friday 
night vomiting his guts out in 


Dennis Ibrahim: The Kingz’ lethal striker. 


will retire from playing in 
the NSE because of his 
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Damian Mori: Again the League’s Top Goalscorer Of The Year. 


the toilets of a very well 
known hotel in Balmain, 
(Sydney). 

Well the drongo happens 
to be an NSL player, 

And yes, (unfortunately), 
he is also a current intera- 
tional. 

Well maybe for not much 
longer if he keeps behaving ~~ 
like this. 

Luckily ‘for his Club he 
didn’t play last weekend, 

Even luckier for both, 
main stream media didn’t 
pick him up having an ‘up 
and under’ in the toilets, 

That would have been yet 
another negative. headline 
that Soccer could certainly 
do without. 


€. 


The Mystery drunk NSL 
player, spotted being 
* sick in the toilets of a 
Sydney suburban hotel. 
Q000 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


S pre empted by ‘Good 
Oil’ in the last edition, 
the Parramatta Power’s 
head coach David Mitchell 
last. Friday mercilessly 
wielded the axe across his 
playing staff for next sea- 
son. 
Mitchell sliced off no less 


face Marconi in the first leg 
of the Elimination Final at 
the Belmore Sports Ground. 
Ball-playing striker, Nick 
Carle, will miss the rest of 
the season following an oper- 
ation on his knee last week. 
Dynamic right wingback, 
Lindsay Wilson, has also 


Augerinos, suffered a deep 
gash to his knee against 
Sydney United last Sunday 
week which required several 
stitches. 

Augerinos is expected 
back on the training track 
hopefully later this week. 

All the above casualties 


Joel Griffiths: Released by the Power. 


than seven players from his 
NSL squad, informing 
them last Friday that they 
were to be immediately 
released from their con- 


tracts by the Club, 

Gone are: 

Goalkeeper | Andrew 
Crews. 

Midfielders: Walter 


Ardone, Steve Berry and 
Andrew Clark, Lachlan 
Campbell. 

Strikers: Joel Griffiths 
and Joe Miller. 

It’s also understood that 
Mitchell will be reviewing 
more players’ contracts 
and a decision about their 
playing future with the 
Power is expected later this 
week, 

Mitchell stated: “There 
are some good players who 
have been released and it’s 
better for them, and the 
Club, that they move on to 
greener pastures. 

“Tt’s been a difficult sea- 
son and we, (the Power), 
have not performed as well 
as we had hoped. 

“The Power is looking 
for’ players in the areas we 
feel we have been lacking, 
to strengthen the squad. 

Q000 


HE SYDNEY 
OLYMPIC camp has 
been rocked by some serious 
injuries of late, and at the 
wrong time of the season to 
boot. 
On Sunday night Olympic 


been ruled out for the rest of 
the season. 

The mobile flanker had 
fractured bones to his right 
ankle, sustained whilst on 
national duty at Coffs 
Harbour in the recent 
Oceania World Cup quali- 
fiers. 

Initial x-rays failed to pick 
up the fractures. 

The loss of Wilson’s most 
valuable crosses from the 
right will be most sorely 
missed. 


Left wingback, Elias 


compound 
headaches after having 
already lost the services of 
talented defender, Glenn 
Moore, also out for the sea- 
son with a leg injury suffered 
weeks ago. 

And to top it all off, 
Olympic’s gifted midfield- 
playmaker, Troy Halpin, is 
on standby, believed to be 
waiting on an invitation for 
trails to come in from Europe 
any day now. 


Olympic’s 


Lindsay Wilson, No.3, shields away a Perth Glory 
defender. The dynamic and recently cap interna- 
tional flanker, most unfortunately will be out of 
action for Sydney Olympic for the rest of season. 


HANE RUFER, the 

Auckland Kingz’ co- 
coach, after witnessing his 
side’s 2-4 win over Sydney 
United last Sunday at the 
Croatian Sports Centre, 
reflected: 

“We wanted to finish 
better than last season. 

“We adapted well con- 
sidering the difficult situa- 
tion we are in. 

“We played three games 
in nine days. 

“The fact that the Kingz 
were no longer contenders 
for the ‘Top Six’, we decid- 
ed to have a look at 
younger players. 

“To build a team you 
need time. 

“Tn the first year we had 
just six weeks to prepare 
and get organised. 

“This season, we had 
only eight weeks to get 
ready. 

“We've had no teenagers 
play once for our squad. 

“The transition from 
Amateurs to professional- 
ism is huge.” 

When questioned about 
his dynamic 37 year old 
striker afd brother, 
Wynton regarding next 
season, Shane Rufer 
replied: 

“Wynton, next season, if 
utilised correctly, there’s no 
one better in the League. 

“We, (the Rufer broth- 
ers), want to stay involved 
with the Kingz,” ended 
Rufer senior. 


ga00 

ONNIE CORRY, the 

Wollongong Wolves’ 
coach, is expected to jump 
into the transfer market 
before he heads off to Spain 
for the World Club 
Championships. 

Corry already has lost the 
services of left flanker Dino 
Mennillo who last week flew 
out for England to sign with 


Clarkson, Fausto De Amicis 
etc, 

Already having taken out 
the Minor League 
Championship, Souths’ cre- 
dentials stack- up extremely 
well to say the least. 

The Big Day has been set 
down for Sunday June 3rd at 
either, Melbourne or 


Wollongong? 


Shane Rufer: Co-coach of the Auckland Kingz. 


Bradford City. 
It’s also highly probable 
that super-star_ Scott 


Chipperfield may also be lost 
to Wollongong, well before 
the Wolves’ board their 
bound-for-Spain flight in late 
July. 
Qa00 
YTEC GENC, Sydney 
United’s captain, 
almost certainly played his 
last match in the NSL last 
Sunday at the Croatian 
Sports Centre against the 
Auckland Kingz. 
But the sad occasion was 
made sadder as Aytec’s 
United side succumbed 2-4 


The 35 year old midfield 
playmaker, stated after the 
match: “It was a great dis- 
appointment as we conced- 
ed three goals out of noth- 
ing. 

“Last year we lost so 
many players and had to 
rebuild, 

“In considering retire- 
ment, I played 15 games in 
a row then was out with 
injuries here and there, but 
finally ended up playing 
about 23 or 24 games this 
season. 

“Yes, I’m still seriously 
considering retirement,” 
ended United’s captain. 


Aytec Genc: Sydney United's captain almost 
certain to retire. 


Dino Mennillo: Gone to Bradford, England. 


HO will be this sea- 
son’s winner of the 
NSL Grand Final? 

At this stage the answer 
appears relatively simple. 

Tt could be the team that is 
able to ultimately conquer 
Mickey Petersen’s highly 
experienced South 
Melbourne. 

With the by far most 
miserly defence in the 
League, (24 goals conceded), 
plus a respectable 70 goals 
scored, Souths are going to 
be tough to crack 

Possessing a pile of high 
quality, disciplined experi- 
enced players of the calibre 
of skipper Paul Trimboli, 
Mehmet Durakovic, Michael 
Petkovic, Con Boutsianis; 
Vaughan Coveny, Alan 


: 


Mickey Petersen: South 
Melbourne's Head 
coach, 


Q000 
YDNEY UNITED have 
not completed, (or even 
made out), a list of a candi- 
dates for the senior coach- 
ing position at the Club, 

United’s General man- 
ager Drago Zulj, stated to 
‘Good Oil’: 

“We will not be appoint- 
ing a young coach as we 
believe that he cannot have 
the required experience to 
do a thorough job. 

“Also we will not be 
rushed into making an 
appointment as we will be 
looking for a man to be 
here for at least three years 
to be able to do the job 
properly.” 


UEENSLAND’s State 

side will come down to 
Sydney to play NSW next 
month. 

The match between the 
two states has been set down 
to be played on Saturday, 
June 16th, at Blacktown 
City’s home ground, the 
Gabbie Stadium. 


. Miron Bleiberg: Coach 


of the Queensland side. 
Q000 
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By Mark Stavroulakis 


‘SW U17's dream of 
becoming World 
Club Champions in 


the Gardisca tournament 
came to a sad end last 
Friday as the squad bowed 
out in the final game ofthe 
group stage against the 
Slovenian National Team. 

NSW Under 17's group 
consisted of Bologna from 
Ttaly, Atletico Bilbao 
ofSpain, and the Slovenian 
Under 17 side. 

The opening game saw 
NSW take on the Italian out- 
fit of Bologna. The game fin- 
ished at 2-2, with AIS and 
Joey’s striker Matthew 
Engele bagging two goals to 
ensure his team a valuable 
point. 

The second match saw 
NSW take on Spanish heavy- 
weights Atletico Bilbao. A 
side tipped to do damage in 
the tournament, this game 
was to be the hardest of the 
three matches. 

It was held in the lovely 
town of Porpetto and to the 
Australian’s credit they man- 
aged a 1-1] draw with the 
Spanish side. 


ALS. 

Marconi Stallions 
Northern Spirit 
Parramatta Power 
Newcastle United 
Wollongong Wolves 
Sydney Olympic 
Marconi Stallions Colts 
QAS. 

Canberra Cosmos 
NS.W.LS. 

Sydney United 

Sydney Olympic Academy 
ACT Academy 
Newcastle United Colts 


The Spaniards were up 1-0 
until the 85th minute when 
Joey's midfielder Nicholas 
Stavroulakis scored the 


game against the Slovenian 
Under 17 side was to be the 
decider for NSW, as a win 
would see them progress to 
the later stages of this presti- 
gious tournament. 

Following their credible 
draw against Bilbao, NSW 
unfortunately didn’t do 
enough to progress to the 
next stage of the tournament 
and were beaten 2-1, by a 
determined Slovenian outfit. 

It all started well for the 
boys from NSW when yet 
again, Matthew Engele 
popped up and scored in the 
4th minute to give NSW the 
lead. 

However, the Slovenians 
never say die aititude got 
them through with two goals 
to give the side a well- 
deserved win. 

NSW are now scheduled 
to play in an elimination 
group stage where all the 
teams that did not make the 
final eight would playoff 


LADDER 


LEAGUE 


South Melbourne Institute 
Eastern Pride 

Melbourne Knights 

VIS 

Melb Knights Academy 
Peninsula Blues 

Sth Melb Eagles Academy 


South Dandenong 


Green Gully Cavaliers 
Albury Wodonga 
Preston Lions 

Bulleen Zebras 
Fawkner Blues 


NSW U/17’S BOW OUT OF 
ITALIAN TOURNEY 


against each other todeter- 
mine their rankings from 
nine through to twenty. The 
first team theAustralians 
meet (Monday Moming) is 
Atletico Colombia. This will 
prove a small consolation for 
the boys who still have the 
chance to redeem themselves 
with a better ranking on the 
table. 

For NSW, it was 
Arriverdeci Italia, as the side 
made a short but memorable 
exit from this exciting tour- 
nament as final contenders. 

For the boys it was an 
experience of a lifetime and 
‘one that might prove fruitful 
in years to come. Head coach 
Kelly Cross also had an ideal 
chance to see what other 
countries and their clubs had 
to show. 

The squad is scheduled to 
arrive back in Australia on 
the 7th of May. 


ROUND 29 RESULTS 


Deferred Match from Round 22 
Played on Friday 27 April 2001 
Parramatta Power Marconi Stallions Colts 
SUNDAY 29 APRIL 2001 
Sydney Oly Academy . Newcastle United Youth ... 
QaAS Marconi Stallions Youth . 


Wollongong Wolves - 
Marconi Stallions Colts . { 
Newcastle United Colts . | 


AMENDED RESULTS FROM ROUND 29 

Due to disciplinary action taken against Parramatta Power, the fol- 
lowing results have been amended to read three (3) goals to nil (0) to 
the ACT Academy of Sport. 

WEDNESDAY 25 APRIL 2001 

ACT Academy . . 3 Parramatta Power . 0 

Please note that Leading Goalscorers List will not amend 
ed, as these are individual achievements. 


Last Name 
Gulessarian 
Martin 
Austin 
Santalab 
Brosque 
Ivanic 


First Name 


Team 

Marconi Stallions 

AIS 

Wollongong Wolves 
Parramatta Power 

Marconi Stallions Colts/ATS 
Canberra Cosmos 

Sth Melb / Syd Oly Yth 
Marconi Stallions 
Northern Spirit 

Canberra Cosmos 
Northern Spirit 

Sydney Olympic Academy 
Newcastle United 

AIS 

Marconi Stallions Colts 
Newcastle United Colts 
Sydney Olympic 

Northern Spirit 


Saturday 28 April 2001 


Fawkner Blues 


Sunday 29 April 2001 


Peninsula Blues . .. 
Melboume Knights . 


South Melbourne 


-3 South Melbourne Eagles Acad . . . 
.3 South Dandenong 

Melb Knights Academy ..2 Eastern Pride . 
10 GreenGully ... 


‘By Rey Hay despite chances created by both teams. 
"ipmtpenl fond’ 26 neck, South Melb Eagles Academy 4 
a mal 

Easter Pride beat Peninsula Blues by 2 ‘Melbourne Eagles Academy held 
single goal scored by Simon Webster with off a strong comeback by Peninsula Blues 
ten minutes left in a high to win by the odd goal in seven at Lawton 
fought game. Reserve in Round 28 on Sunday night. 
‘The Blues missed a penalty kick and ‘The Blues missed a penalty along the 
Caleb Nicholls also hit the bar with 2 shot way for the second game in succession. 
and then the rebound wes Mario Kalakias scored 

Easier Pride gave a start to several _ tice for the Eagles, Sam Arico buried 
players who had not had a regular run this penalty and Jery Dimas got the other 
season all played well inch goal forthe winner. Caleb Nicholls, Jose 
Ben Taylor, the smallest on the fed, Vieuer and Mark Ehin scored for the 
Robbie Ashby and keeper Michael Sivulj 

Preston Lions 1 Fawkner Blues 2 ‘Melbourne Knights Academy 2 
Fawhner Blues got up to beat Preston Eastern Pride 1 
Lions by two goals to one in the battle Melbourne Knights Academy upset sec- 
between the bottom two teams in the ond top side Eastern Pride by two goals to 


Milan Sojkic gave the Blues 2 fine tart 
with 2 goal after nine minutes and both 
teams tried hard to break through in the 
‘next hour without success. 

Then Wo, goals came, quickly ith 
Michael Amadei extending the Blues lead 
from the penalty spot in 64 minutes, fol 
Jowed by a goal for Preston from leading 
striker Robert Dolewski five minutes later 
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one at Knights Stadium, Dario Mathouids 

goal after only four minutes put the 

Academy on its way, but John Hutchinson 

expled forthe Pride fv mints belore 
time. 


Last year's leading scorer Anthony 
Pelikan showed he has not los his scoring 
touch with the winner in 57 minutes. The 
usual suspects played well for the 
Academy, 


Bulleen Zebras, Albury-Wodonga, VIS - Bye 
‘Wednesday 2 May 2001 - ~ 
Round 26 
South Melboume Institute vy Eastern Pride 
(Bob Jane Stadium, 7.30pm) 
Round 27 

Fawkner Blues v Melbourne Knights 

(CB. Smith Reserve, 7 pm) 


Victoria to field 
youngsters against NSW 


\ T ictoria will field a team of tal- 
ented youngsters and a sprin- 
Kling of experienced heads 

against New South Wales next June, 

The team will largely comprise U23 

players with a handful of older legs. 

The match, which will revive state 
rivalry for more than a decade, will be 
staged at outer Melbourne-suburban 
Epping Stadium on Saturday, June 2. 

Entry will be free, Victorian Soccer 
Federation chief executive Geoff Miles 
said. 

“There will be free entry. We want to 
get as many people to come along and 
support the Victorian team,” Miles said. 

Coach of the year and current 
Heidelberg United coach Peter Ollerton 
has been appointed coach, Victorian 
Soccer Federation coaching and develop- 


ment manager Ian Greener will be assis- 
tant coach. VSF deputy chairman and 
chairman of the Victorian Premier 
League, Vasco Stojcevski will be team 
manager. 

“Reintroduction of a senior Victorian 
men’s team will provide great opportunity 
for premier league players to experience 
the intensity of interstate competition. We 
are keen to pick a competitive team, but 
we'll also make sure there will be oppor- 
tunity for the younger players to represent 
Victoria,” Miles said. 

“There is no age selection criteria, but 
our accent will be on youth. 


Geoff Miles: VSF Chief Executive. 


Peter Ollerton: Victorian Coach. 


We'll pick a young team with a blend 
of experienced players as well,” he said. 

‘The interstate match will start at 3pm, 
preceded by a curtain raiser between two 
teams selected from Victoria's women’s 
squad. The VSF has set up a National 
Training Centre for women’s soccer. Head 
coach is Jane Oakley, who represented 
Australia at the 1995 World Cup. 

Tnterstate soccer is set for a major 
revival, according to Miles. “The match 
against NSW will become an annual fix- 


ture. We've also had an approach from_ 


Queensland. We can’t fill a game in the 
schedule this year, but next year we'll go 
to Sydney and we'll play Queensland at 
home,” Miles said. 


@ 


KNIGHTS ENJOY 
FINALS PROSPECT 


By Bort van Bedat 


minor premier South 

Melbourne has a week off 

get ready for its clash 

with title defender Wollongong 

Wolves, it is party time already for the 
Melbourne Knights. 


After a four years’ absence, the 
Sunshine club is back in the hunt for a 
National Soccer League title, they won 
in 1995 and 1996. 


Tunner-up Perth Glory at home on 
Sunday, 6pm. The Knights travel to 
Perth the following week for the second 
leg to decide who will progress to the 
next phase, 

"We're going to enjoy our time in the 
finals, whether it's two weeks or more. 
We aimed to make the finals this season 


and we've succeeded in doing that, so 
the pressure is off us fo some extent," 
Knights media officer Tonci Prusac said. 
"Were going to eajoy being part of 
the elite group (being among the best six 
soccer teams in the country) again after 
four years. It will be a tough finals com- 
ing from sixth place, but if we can 
Progress it will be a bonus for us," he 
cate a 
The Knights hav organised a finals 
dinner on Friday night, limited to 90 
eee e100 cot Soest ewe a 
be Croatian 


be another big celebration. "We want our 
fans and supporters to come to the 
games in big numbers and efijoy them- 
selves as well. It's party time for the 
Knights," he said. 4 


might invite me back. But I 
know I'm only young and 
I've got plenty of years to 
achieve that goal, I’m pre- 
pared to wait, because that’s 
now my ultimate goal.” 
Meanwhile, Matildas mid- 
fielder Bryony Duus who 
had also accepted an offer to 
join the Piranhas, did not end 
up taking her seat on the 
plane with Taylor and 
Golebiowski. Only a few 
days after making her deci- 
sion, Duus found herself at 
the knee surgeon's, and is 
currently awaiting a 1 full 


AUSSIE IN US 


atildas and 
Olympic striker 
Ke hoy 


Golebiowski is the second 
Australian to join 
Mmerican side, Hampton 
Roads Piranhas, it was con- 
firmed last week. 
Nineteen-year-old 
Golebiowski departed yes- 
terday (Mon) for the US, 
together with Matildas and 
now Piranhas teammate Amy 


. Taylor, bound for Virginia on 


the east coast. 

The move has re-ignited 
the teenager’s football aspi- 
rations, after enduring a diffi- 
cult period coming down 
from the high of the Olympic 
Games, and the end of the 
fulltime program at the 
Australian Institute of Sport. 

It had been an incredible 
year-and-half for 


Golebiowski, after fighting 
her way back from a major 
knee injury to gain a scholar- 
ship at the AIS in early 1999, 
going on to play at the World 
Cup and the Olympics, It 
was like being a fulltime 
footballer, training six days a 
week, with top coaching and 
facilities. Constantly chal- 
lenged and learning, growing 
each day, 

Next the climax of com- 
peting at the Olympic Games 
in her hometown of Sydney - 
the thrill, the performance, 
the success. Then the whole 
lot jolted to an abrupt halt. 
With little support, it was 
then fending for oneself and 
adjusting to normal life, 

“Since after the Olympics, 
it’s been quite a low both in 
soccer and life,” 
Golebiowski explained. “I 


had to go out and find a job. 
Then I was told I was too old 
to play with the (NSW) 
Institute, and would have to 
find myself a club. 1 thought 
then that I don’t think I want 
to.” 

Golebiowski ended up 
playing for Marconi in the 
NSW Women’s Super 
League, but it was all so dif- 
ferent to the football life she 
had loved so much. 

“The shock for me was 
not getting up for a gym ses- 
sion at 6am - not having that 
daily routine. I spent the first 
two months looking for a 
job, with no qualifications, 
‘Then I had to adjust to get- 
ting up and going to work, 
and not getting up and play- 
ing soccer.” 

“So this (playing in 
America) is what I want to 


Matiidas’ tireless midfielder, Kelly Goleblowedd (right), now bound for the 
United States to star in the WUSA League. 


do now. Nothing against the 
league in Sydney or 
Marconi, but it’s not the 
same as I'm used to doing. 
T'd rather be fighting for my 
Position in the starting 
eleven. I need to change 
everything in my life.” 
Golebiowski had already 
been making arrangements to 
play college soccer in 
America later this year 
before this opportunity arose. 
She may still do so once the 
WI season finishes mid- 
August, just in time to com- 
mence studies before the 
start of the collegiate season. 
With this the first overseas 
club for the pair, both players 
are happy the move won't be 


a solo venture, relieved to 


again. But, as Amy said, the 


have a familiar face around __ season's not too short and not 
during the transition, on and too long: For me, the time 
off the field. will go quick, because I'll be 

“I'm nervous, because I doing what I like doing, 
don’t know what to expect. training and playing.” 


Everything's going through 
my head a hundred miles an 
hour, I’ve got my own pic- 
tures of it in my mind, but it 
will all be different, and 
that’s scary for me. But the 
fact I’ve got Amy Taylor, 
one of my fellow teammates, 
comforts me.” 

“They're happy for me 
and —_ excited,” added 
Golebiowski about her fami- 
ly. “They want me to go, but 


It’s a timely opportunity 
for both, in need of an 
avenue to further develop 
their footballing careers, and 
with the added possibility of 
it leading to greater things. 
Naturally, there are new 
dreams and ambitions to be 
pursued, not least of which is 
to play as a professional in 
the WUSA league. 

“That's my main goal,” 
said Golebiowski. “To go 


diagnosis. 

‘The 23-year-old, who had 
fought her way back from 
serious knee*injury to earn 
selection for the Olympic 
Team, is again forced to put 
her plans on hold. Duus had 
received offers from two 
W1-League teams. 

The ‘Piranhas _ also 
announced last week the 
signing of Ghana's World 
Cup goalkeeper Memunatu 
Sulemana, the 23-year-old . 
considered one of the best 
keepers in Africa. 

The team commences 
‘minicamp’ on 2 May, in 
preparation for their season 
opener on 12 May at their 
home ground, the Virginia 
Beach Sportsplex. where 
they take on the New Jersey 
Lady Stallions. 


they don’t want me to, over there now is great, and oo 
because I'll be going away if Ihave'a good season, they oe 
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bothered to show up, the 3-0 
forfeit would have been a 
better result. 


always going to be a hard 


Tama Northem Spiritfan. challenge but the Spirit boys 
Thave been since day one but —_weren’t interested. 
let me tell you it’s not an I don’t know any other 
: easy passtime, team in the NSL with such soon. 
= The Anzac Day game loyal supporters that chant Just consider how much 
against the Wollongong we are the worst team in the crowd numbers have 
Wolves (4-0 loss) was an Australia”. Itis FARCICAL. dropped from an average of 
absolute disgrace. I don’t Treally hope the boys start 13,000 to a meagre 3,000. 
even know why the boys listening to the fans because I am pleading to the play- 


P'm telling you right now we 


next season because we are a 
club in crisis at the moment, 
and it will only get worse if 
things don’t change very 


ers on behalf of every 


‘The thing that gets to me, 
and all of the other support- 
ers, isn’t so much the fact 


have had a gutful of support- Northern Spirit supporter, 
ing a team that doesn’t want start showing = some 
to play. SPIRIT!!! 

Mickey Hickman must Spirit Fan 
have wholesale changes for Waringah, NSW 


Harry Kewell: Doubts over his continued 
appearance for Australia. 


that they lost to the best team 
in the country (in my opin- 
ion), but more so the way 
they lost the game. 

Nobody, with the excep- 
tion of Paul Henderson 
looked half interested. The 
Wolves won every one on 
one, every tackle and every 
challenge in the air. 

You were lucky to see a 
Spirit player moving more 
than ten metres in a phase the 
whole game. 


Robert Enes: Northern Spirit hardworking 
midfielder. 


Dear Sir, 

Like many of your readers I am again 
driven to put pen to paper over the sorry 
saga of NSL restructuring, 

‘There is little doubt that the board of 
Soccer Australia must regain the control 
and initiative in formulating a strongly, 
identifiable ‘national’ competition. 

Almost daily, Australian soccer is 
being ridiculed by most soccer and other 
sports journalists with terms like ‘suicide’ 
and ‘disarray’ used far too frequently. 

While most fans understand that 
reform is necessary, it seems that the so 
called ‘national’ debate is being ‘hi- 
jacked’ by vested interests in 
Sydney and Melbourne as well as 
amongst those in the players P 
union, media and marketing 9 
companies, 

Fact 1: The game needs a ig 
truly ‘national’ competi: 
tion. Just seven Sydney 
teams and a few others 
will not suffice. Long 
term _ progressive 
development 
requires broad-based geographic and 
demographic representation on order to 
compete against others codes who have 
had the vision to assist development of 
their game in regional areas. 

Fact 2: We need quality facilities to 
achieve quality play and attract develop- 
ing family interest. 

Poor stadium facilities with cow pad- 
dock or cricket pitch surfaces do not 
allow quality play and neither does play- 
ing matches in the mid afternoon summer 
sun, 

Fact 3: Reduction in the number of 
teams does not guarantee either increased 
quality or increased opportunity for local 
players. The overseas player drain will 
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With the likes of Scott 
Chipperfield, Robert 
Middleby, Matt Horsley and 


SPEAK UP, KEWELL! 


Dear Sir, 
T just want to respond to the whole 
Harry Kewell situation. 


rae wee eee es 
iter, doesn’t. want to play for this. — 


Se then screw him. 

‘The Soceer public is sick and tired 
the excuses and reports.of our most-tal- 
ented player not wanting to represent 
Australia. 

‘The whole debacle about Harry draft- 
ing a letter retiring from the national 
team is an absolute joke. If this is the 


after all that would be far more-conve- 

nient for him. 
‘Harry come out in the open with his 
feelings and do a live interview so the 
publi see for themselves if 


~ I can’t think of a prouder moment in 
‘somieone’s career than representing their 
country, no matter what country that is, 
To have someone make a joke of rep- 
resenting their country is a disgrace and 
shouldn't be tolerated. 
Craig Johnston, the Liverpool legend 


Tepresenting the Australian team and {’m 
‘sure when Harry is gone and done he 
will have the same sentiments if he 
chooses to boycott. 

No one player is above our national 
team and it should be an honour to wear: 
that green and gold. 

Harry, your either in or your ‘oul, but 
for heavens sake stop making a mockery | 
of our national team and be man enough 
to set the records straight. 

J. Goodman | 
Jetsonville, TAS | 


accelerate and teams will have to play 
cach other at least three times to provide 
anywhere near the required number of 
‘games to make a more professional com- 
petition possible, 

Fact 3: Soccer facilities in Canberra, 
Brisbane and Adelaide are far superior to 
other areas but receive less crowd support 
because they are not ‘traditional’ areas of 
soccer strength. 

These are the areas which Soccer 
Australia must defend vigorously if the 
round ball game has any serious intention 
of calling it’s competition ‘national’. 

Fact 4: The suggestion that team 
reduction is going to increase the 
quality of play is doubtful. 

Why should a team like Canberra 
Cosmos be sacrificed when they 
have won the ‘double’ over 
last seasons champions 
Wollongong, dented New 
Zealand’s hopes of a top 
six play-off, outplayed 
% the so-called quality 
superstars of 
Northern Spirit and 
others, and hold a very respectable mid 
table position ? 

Fact 5: The crowds attending soccer 
matches are pretty poor for all but a few 
clubs. Furthermore the crowd figures are 
often cither misleading or a subject of 
poor maths. If we were to base inclusion 
of a national competition on crowd fig- 
ures alone we would likely have only six 
clubs. 

It is another job that Soccer Australia 
has not properly addressed despite 
promising an inclusive marketing pro- 
gram for the past four years or more. 

Come on Soccer Australia, now is the 
time for true leadership. 

‘We cannot allow soccer to be margin- 


Saso Petrovski, it 


was 


alised any more than it has been in the last 
few years, 

Cutting back teams like Canberra or 
Brisbane, or even Northern Spirit, will 
‘sce another generation of soccer support- 


‘Re: ... Blanco 


Dear Sir, 

Thave been a long time reader of the 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly. 

It has become increasingly evident 
that the views of John Economos are 
biased toward one subject or the other. OF 
course he is rightly entitled to his opin- 
ion. My only criticism is that his views 
may not be shared by others at the ABSW 
or by your readers and therefore should 
not be expressed as the views of ABSW. 

For example, last week's main page 
“Forgotten Man Blanco to comeback?” 

In his story he mentioned that Blanco 
the master tactician was the scapegoat 
following our failure to pass the first 
stage of the Olympics. OK having stated 
the obvious, are you suggesting that he 
should have remained on as coach, if so 
then you should have just said that “in my 
opinion...“ 

But really, would any reasonable 
coach expect anything otherwise? I guess 
we should have rewarded him? But seri- 
ously in any job where we are judged by 
‘our performance not even Blanco would 
be surprised as you say it “left to pay the 
bill”. Let’s remember that Blanco had 
four years to prepare for this toumament 
and to put the blame of our loss predom- 
inantly on the errors of two defenders is 
wrong and unjust in my view. 

If you had seen the Olympic squad 
play Korea in the friendly at Bob Jane 
Stadium, it was obvious that the team 
lacked cohesion on the park. The 
Koreans out-classed Australia in every 
aspect, which at the time left me feeling 
that we had no hope of succeeding at the 


case then Harry should become British, 


ers lost to Rugby Union, AFL and other 
codes. 


Arthur Huggins, 
Ngunnawal, ACT 


to Comeback? 


Olympics. In high insight many Soccer 
supporters have questions whether it was 
a wise choice to leave out Marco 
Bresciano from the squad? 

To Bianco's credit, the team which 
eventually played at the Olympics, per- 
formed to their best and Australia was 

* unfortunate not to have done better. 

In conclusion to “why?” Blanco was 
left to pay the bill? Because it’s the nature 
of the game, nowhere in the world is it 
any different least of all in Australia. 

If only Soccer Australia applied the 
same rules to their own administration 


then perhaps our game would be a lot bet- 
ter off. 

Con Monteleone, 

Football supporter, 

Melbourne. 


GIVE ZELIC A CHANCE 


all be in the staring fine-up fr all 


games, 

i “As far as respect goes, its a two- 

‘way street, Frank Farina is entitled to. 

use whatever players he wants 10 get 

the job done. After all its his job on the. 

- Tine, not Ned or anybody else. All he 
ei do i his 


whole heartedly regretted his exile of 


Dear Sir, 

T find it hard to believe that 
Branko Culina has already been 
linked with Newcastle United 
next season before Sydney 
Olympic have even played in 
the finals, 

This speculation must surely 
have something to do with 
Olympic’s recent bad run. | 
don’t think it is fair for a coach 
to do that to a team and if 
Branko’s heart isn’t in it then 


what is he doing there?? Branko'Culina 
1 would also like to know ‘ally afte the loyalty 
what happened to Velimir fetshowathecub 


Kupresak at Sydney United?? 
Has he already been given the 
axe after only a few weeks, 


1 went to see United play 
Olympic and was fortunate 
enough to watch the brilliant 
Alojsa Asanovic, 

This guy is not another 
Nicola Berti and has actually 
‘come here to play. What a per- 
former!! 

There has been a lot said 
about how bad this season has 
been, and yes a lot of things 
have gone wrong. But it has 
still been a close competition 
and the top four teams are qual- 
ity, 

It still possible for either one 
of them to-make the top two 
with two rounds left. 

Can we please focus on some 
positives because I think we are 
in for a great finals series. 

T. Jarratt 
Blacktown, NSW 


By Allan Crisp 


PATIENCE IS THE 
NAME OF THE GAME 


Ge that patience really is an 
admirable virtue, spare a thought for 
the Con Makris group in Adelaide, which 
ig biding ils time waiting for a verdict 
from Soccer Australia on its bid to be 
granted entry to the National Soccer 
League. 

Considerable shadow has passed over 
the sundial since the driving force behind 
the Makris Group of Companies submit- 
ted his application — an action that three 
other aspirants also took, Those clubs on 
the other side of the NSL fence have been 
told that a decision on their applications 
would be made once the appeal process 
has been completed, 


Con Makris: Awaiting NSL 
approval for his pet club, 


Under those circumstances there 
seemed little to do except to count down 
the clock. 

That has not been the attitude of the 
South Coast crowd, which has enthusias- 
tically embarked on a market research 
survey to uncover a name for the pro- 
posed new club. 

When dynamic businessman Makris 
spawned the thought that South Australia 
could and should again support two NSL 
clubs he tentatively named his dream 
child the “South Coast Eagles.” But, that 
was never intended to be the final name, 
merely a working title while the project 
was in pre-production mode. 

Tt was in fact decided that the eventual 
club name should identify its origin and 
house a catchy tag that would appeal to 
the sporting masses. 

With that in mind, look for Adelaide in 
the title, along with a jazzy Glory, Spirit, 
Force, Stallions, Strikers, Knights, 
Power-style name. 

Enter the club’s marketing consultant 
Angelo Picca, who organised 300 inter- 
views evenly divided between males and 
females, 

“We selected a wide section of the 
community for our survey, with particular 
emphasise on the 16-24 year old group 
and the 25-39 year olds,” Picca said, 

Each person was asked to select three 
names from seven suggested names, with 
the age groups varied from 9 to over 40°s 
from both genders, 

Schools from the north and south of 
Adelaide and two soccer teams also were 
asked to participate in the exercise. 

Members of the public were inter- 
viewed in the Rundle Mall, Rundle Street 
and at the Adelaide Railway Station to 
ensure a solid cross section of the com- 
munity were involved. 

The tip of the iceberg will be reached 
with the next section of the survey 
expanding to Elizabeth and Marion where 
shoppers will be asked to give their opin- 
ions. 

Section one provided an outright 
favourite, but the verdict will NOT be 
officially revealed until the entire survey 


South Australia 


is completed. 

As reported in ABSW, Birkalla, the 
home based club which Makris bought as 
his nursery to provide the foundation for 
his NSL project, continues to dominate 
the local State League after taking on all 
comers to win the pre-season SA Summer 
Series. 

The plans to recruit around eight 
Socceroos to provide the backbone of the 
new club are still on the drawing board. 

Meanwhile, those involved in the 
Adelaide adventure are doing everything 
in their power to avoid being caught with 
their boot laces untied when the makeup 
of the NSL in 2002 is unveiled. 

By then, the vexed question posed by 
William Shakespeare also should be 
known, “What's in a name? 


Brett Emerton: Notable product of 
SASI. 


VALUABLE 
LESSONS 


lhe: value of the South Australian 

Institute of Sport program under 
senior coach Martyn Crook was thrown 
into the spotlight when Adam Van 
Dommele became the 21st player from 
the institute to represent Australia in the 
recent two-match series against the 
Japanese Under 17 squad. 


Modbury Jets goalkeeper Robert 
Maatosevic was the pioneer of the program 
when he was chosen in the Joey's World 
Cup squad in 1995 when the finals were 
played in Ecuador. 

Crook, who also was an Australian 
international goalkeeper, recalls that the 
1995 Joey's had two reasonable wing- 
backs, with Brett Emerton on the right 
and Harry Kewell on the left flank. 

High among the reasons for the success 
of the SAST program must be the work of 
its assistant coach Glenn Dods, who rep- 
resented New Zealand in the 1982 World 
Cup finals in Mexico. 

The former Adelaide City defender 
missed the first game of the finals against 
Scotland, but played against Russia and 
Brazil. 

And, if further proof was needed, 27 
ex-SASI players tumed out for SASF 
Premier League and State League clubs 
the weekend before last. 

‘The statistics improve further when the 
II lads who played for NSL clubs and 
those strutting their stuff overseas are 
included in the tally. 

For the record, the current SASI squad 
is — Anthony Ivanov, Jeremy 
Cristaorella, Mark Scarsella, Michele 
Lastella, Adam Van Dommele, Josh 
Woods, Yanni Sarris, Apostli Ganmrelos, 
Frankie Muscara, Matthew Fanto, Oliver 
Totoni, Keegan Nash, Ben Cockerill, 
Ross Sicuro, Michael Maticciani, John 
DeFrancesco, Anthony Rideout, Matthew 
Muscroft, Tony Hatzis, Michaei Ball. 


ZORAN TO 
ZIP ON 


Le Matic has refuted speculation 
that he would quit coaching Adelaide 
City next season and would be moving to 
Sydney to expand the Best Bricks and 
Payers Company in New Soyth Wales, 

“There is nothing 1 can see that will 
prevent me from coaching Adelaide City 
next season,” Matic told the Adelaide 
Advertiser Soccer writer Meno Toutsidis. 

Even before the final whistle blows on 
City’s current season Matic is planning to 
increase the club’s player strength for the 
next campaign. 


Zoran Matic: Staying put at 
Adelaide City Force. 

However, forward planning has 
ensured that the Force young talent that 
has been so impressive in their first year 
will remain because all have been signed 
on three year contracts. 

“The second year is always the tough- 
est for young players and it's not unusual 
for some to suffer lapses in form,” Matic 


Real Estate SRPH Breakfast Socéer 
Show each Tuesday from 7am- 
8.30am, along with Croydon’ Kings 
coach Phil Scardigno, Peter Millar, | 
The Advertiser Soccer writer Meno. 


Popplestone, 
Crisp and Millar return on 
Sundays from 830am-9.30am, in 


the 5RPH (SOS) Soccer on Sunday 


Former Australian’ international 

| John Perin has been granted leave to 

study overseas soccer trends over the 
merry month of May, i 


Special Services, Sydney 
City Shine at Police Games 


Premier League Results 


) ROUND 5 

Modbury 1 Metro Stars 2 
(Trimboli) (Day 2) 

Adelaide Blue Eagles 4 Campbelltown City 1 
(Kierro, Dacic 2, Senesi) (Menechella) 

Pt Lion Pirates 0 White City 
Adelaide City 1 Playford Patriots 
(Deegan) (Pearce, Farncombe) 
Pt Pirie Spirit 5 Croydon Kings 1 
(Amato, Locke, Motley (Depnila) 

Porter, McGinnis) 
Olympic 
(Galanopotous) 


In the mixed division, defending champions Mascot 
were keen to maintain their form and win the Gold 
medal. However, the Endeavour ‘Region team from 
Ashfield and City of Sydney finished in first and second 
place after five playoff rounds to progress to the Grand 
Final for the Gold medal challenge. 

‘The mighty City of Sydney team had a demanding day 
fielding players for both the Menis and Mixed events and 
regularly doubling up to play matches. City of Sydneyis 
endurance paid off when they defeated Endeavour 4-2 to 
win the Gold medal. 

In the bronze medal game, Flemington, captained by 
Peta Naisby faced previous winners, Mascot. The match 
turned out to be a real thriller ending ina 2-2 draw at fall 
time and after five minutes of golden goal time. Finally, 
Flemington won after winning a penalty shootout by 
three goals to two. 

Superintendent Warren Fletcher, President of the 
NSW Police Soccer Club was on hand to award 
Medallions to the proud winners. Supt Fletcher said, ‘It 
was great to see such a number of teams and players here 
for the day, it just goes to show the passion they have for 
the game of Soccer and keenly contested competition.” 

The 2002 event will also be held at the Fairfield 
Indoor Sports Centre and will be open to teams from law 
enforcement, emergency services, the public service and 
company-based teams. 


Indoor Soccer Event was held at the Fairfield 

Indoor Sports Centre — Bonnyrigg recently, 
and involved teams from NSW Police, Australian 
Federal Police, Corrective Services, Fire Brigade, 
Ambulance Service and Australian Protective, partic- 
ipating in over 25 different sports. 

‘The men’s divisions featured teams from the Federal 
Police, Newcastle, Macquarie Fields, City of Sydney 
Command, Liverpool, Blacktown, Special Services, 
Crime Agencies and Bathurst, whilst the Mixed event 
involved teams from Ashfield, Liverpool, City of 
Sydney, Flemington, Bathurst and Mascot. 

Macquarie Fields booked themselves a place in the 
Grand Final defeating Liverpool 6-1. Special Services 
accounted for City of Sydney 4-1 and also progressed to 
the playoff for the Gold medal. In the final, Special 
Services surprised Macquarie Fields with three goals in 
the first five minutes. 

Captained by Dave Sharman, Special Services surged 
ahead to lead 4-0 in a short time. Typifying the pride of 
being previous champions Macquarie Fields captained 
by Jeff Etto levelled the game at 4-4, but Special 
Services proved too strong and won the match 6-4 taking 
out the Gold medal. 

In the bronze medal game, City of Sydney captained 
by Tim Pooley, defeated Liverpool 2-1. 


T: NSW Police and Emergency Service Games 


Noarlunga Bulldogs 2 Cumberland Foxes 4 
(Donk; Francis) (Aeschlimann, Flower, Stuart, 

Coombs) i" 
Western Strikers 2 Parra Hills Knights2 
(Perrotta, Barbier) (Mulady, Wane) 


Q ROUND 6 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


Saturday, May 5 
Metro Stars v Adelaide City 
White City Woodville y Modbury Jets 
Campbelltown City v Port Lion Pirates 
Raiders v Blue Eagles 
Croydon Kings v Olympic FC 
Playford Patriots v Port Pirie Spirit 


Raiders 
(Berlingieri) 


STATE LEAGUE 
WT Birkalla 2 Adelaide Hills 
(tsekinis, Hagias) 
Adelaide Cobra’s io 
(Skoumbros, Karatevellis 
Salisbury Apaches 0 
Enfield Falcons 
(Rechichi (2), Lascata) 


STATE LEAGUE 
Saturday, May 5 
Northern Demons v Western Strikers 
Seaford Surfers v Salisbury Apaches 
Hills Hawks y Cobras 
Cumberland Foxes v Birkalla 
Para Hills Knights v Enfield Falcons. 


Seaford 

(Maguire) 

Northern Demons 
Panthers 
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ATIONAL SOCCER LEAGU 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 6 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 0 


By Alan Clark 


home record was put under threat by 

Northern Spirit which had raced to a 2-0 lead 
by the quarter-hour at Bob Jane on Sunday, but 
was emphatically maintained as South proceeded 
to crash six unanswered goals past the outclassed 
Sydney side, 

South's starting cleven was missing Goran 
Lozanoyski, Zeljko Susa, Mehmet Durakovic, and 
Fausto De Amicis, all rested by South coach Mickey 
Petersen to ensure they'd not exceed the yellow-card 
count, “It was sensible management from our part. It 
‘was pointless risking a booking and not having a full 
list (for the upcoming Finals games),” he said in the 
after-match media conference. 

‘The change was perhaps a cause of South's uncer- 
tain start which had them facing a two-goal deficit 
against a Norther Spirit playing a lively brand of 
football. 


Si Melbourne’s season-long unbeaten 


Sal 


Spirit opened the scoring in the ninth minute after 
Robbie Enes sent through a perfectly-judged diagonal 
ball which completely wrong-footed the South 
defence. Matthew Langdon had sprinted up the left to 
meet it and crossed to the waiting Ben Burgess at the 
far post. Burgess easily won the header, sending it to 
Alex Moreira who had a simple tap-in, 

Five minutes later, Spirit had stretched the lead. 
After a South attack broke down with much of its 
midfield in support, Spirit captain Noel Spencer 
played a surgical pass, with Moreira the recipient. 
Moreira drew Patrick Kisnorbo before releasing 
Burgess, square to his right, Burgess finished easily 
from the edge of the area, but found that goal his last 
influential moment in the match, being substituted 
through injury shortly after. 


Vaughan Coveny: Contributed one of the 
goals that sunk Northern Spirit. 


Spirit's John Watkins (Left): Evades the tackles of a South Melbourne defender. 


Northem Spirit coach Mick Hickman was pleased 
to be two up against South so early. “We were pleased 
obviously, but champion teams can find something a 
little bit extra when it’s needed? and (South) certainly 
could provide it,” he said. 

“What I have to aspire to with my team is that 
level.” 

Petersen too saw that his team were flat. “We 
played on Wednesday night to secure (top spot). It 
Was always going to be a huge ask to come up (today) 
when there was really nothing to play for,” he said. 

“To the boys’ credit, we had a chat at half-time and 
said it’s not the way we want to finish our league sea- 
son, regardless of the fact that there was nothing at 
stake (except) our football pride,” 

South closed the gap just before the half-hour in a 
move begun by David Clarkson - recalled to the start- 
ing eleven following a frustrating period for him as a 
bench player. Clarkson's pass up the line found Con 
Boutsianis who had switched wings to the right: 
Boutsianis whipped in a cross which was missed by 
the Spirit central defence-as at made its way to the far- 
post where Andy Viahos stood. Vlahos had time to 
steady and chose his spol. 

Boutsianis himself nearly levelled with a thunder 
ing free-kick from 30 metres which beat Spirit keep- 


er Paul Henderson, only to crash off the far-post 
before being cleared. 

But Boutsianis did level in the final minute of the 
first-half in circumstances where Spirit could reason- 
able feel aggrieved. In a goal-mouth scramble, where 
South had committed significant resources to the 
attack, a high ball dropped near Vlahos. Vlahos 
attempted an overhead kick at the same time as a 
Spirit defender approached in more orthodox fashion. 

Vlahos made connection with the ball but with a 
high boot. It would not have surprised had referee 
Matthew Breeze blown for dangerous play. 

However the game was allowed to continue, and 
the scramble eventually caused the ball to break for 
Boutsianis, just two metres out from the goal, and in 
‘what looked to be an offside position. 

Boutsianis played to the whistle, and with a shim- 
my, scored past the hopelessly exposed Henderson. 
‘The incident was enough to provoke Mike Smith into 
a verbal indiscretion aimed at Breeze which resulted 
in his booking. 

But Spirit could have no complaints at anything 
other than their own poor defensive skills for the way 
the game was totally rent from their grasp within four 
minutes of the re-start. Boutsianis completed his hat- 
trick with two goals in as many minutes in a period of 
the game where four South goals were scored in a ten- 
minute period, bringing to mind the recent qualifiers 
in Coffs Harbour. 

The first was courtesy of Simon Colosimo, whose 
far post cross from the left wing found Vaughan 
Coveny, The gangly Kiwi nodded down to Boutsianis 
who struck home from ten yards, No sooner had the 
celebrations ceased than Boutsianis again had the ball 
in the net for his hat-trick. 

“Boutsianis has had a splendid season. He's play- 
ing the best football of his career - he’s got it right, 
physically and mentally,” said Petersen of Boutsianis, 
once again having a best-on-ground performance. 
“We saw a good entertainer out there today.” 

Spirit’s woe continued when Michael Cunico 
headed into his own net from a Paul Trimboli cross, 
and then Boutsianis blasted in a 30 metre free-kick to 
bring up South’s sixth. 
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SYDNEY UNITED 
FOOTBALL KINGZ 


By Arvind Hickman 


on a high after a commanding 4-2 victory over 
Sydney United in an entertaining game at the 
‘Sydney United Sports Centre last Sunday, 

Dennis Ibrahim continued his great end of season 
form for the Kingz with an inspiring hat-trick in only the 
first 20 minutes of the game. 

The Kingz Assistant Coach, Shane Rufer, was 
impressed with the guts shown by his chargers after a try- 
ing week for the club. ~ 

“We wanted to finish better than last year but that was- 
nit the main goal. The goal for today was to finish with 
‘our heads up so we can look at each other in the eye at 
the end in the changing room,” he said. 

Motivation was certainly not the problem for United 
who featured Croatian international Aljosa Asanovic, 
and club captain Aytec Gene for the final time. Genc 
retired after the game at the ripe old age of 35. 

Sydney United Caretaker-Coach, Tony Pezzano, 
denied any thoughts that his team had nothing to play for 
despite having no chance of reaching the finals. 

“For Sydney United there's always something to play 
for. We were playing for three points and to hopefully 
finish out of the seven which for us would have been 
quite a good performance considering where We finished 
last year, but it just wasn’t to be,” he said. 

The Kingz started the game in a flurry and were 1-0 
up after only four minutes. 

Striker Dennis Ibrahim latched onto a chip over the 
top and calmly stroked the ball past a helpless Brett 
Hughes in goal. 

United equalised four minutes later from the penalty 
spot after Ben Stevens pointlessly handled a cross in the 
penalty box. Asanovic stepped up to easily wrong-foot 
the keeper. 

In the fifteenth minute Aaron Silva played a clever 
ball over the top for Ibrahim, who took one touch to 
spectacularly lob the keeper off his line and send the 
Kingz 2-1 ahead, 

Ibrahim secured his hat-trick only five minutes later. 
Harry Ngata and Silva played a sublime one-two down 


T= Auckland Kingz have ended the NSL season 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 
MARCONI STALLIONS 


wie 
Cummins Menapi (Right): Scored a late goal 
which could not save Sydney United from 
defeat. 

the line before Silva crossed for Ibrahim. The Kingz 
striker provided a clever deft touch from the near post to 
sneak the ball inside the far post leaving Hughes with no 
chance, 

United rallied and got a goal back on the stroke of half, 
time when Tom Pondeljak crossed over the defence for 
‘Cummins Menapi to head home from a tight angle on the 
far post. 

‘The Kingz put the game beyond doubt only 4 minute 
after the resumption of play. Aaron Silva crossed deep. 
from the left side to substitute Jon Perry, who tapped the 
ball home despite the valiant attempt of Richard Plesa on 
the line. 

The Kingz might have added to their lead had Ibrahim 
and Ngata found the target from two golden one-on-one 
opportunities with the keeper, but in the end United 
couldn't create enough telling opportunities to steal any 
of the three points, 


Marconi defencé which hung on 
1 desperately towards the closing 
‘9 stages as the home side pushed for- 
ward for the equaliser. 
The Strikers’ had an carly 


By Glenn Davis 


‘arconi recovered from 

an early setback to 

retain fifth placewith a 
2.1 win at Ballmore and continue 
a season of woes for the Brisbane 
Strikers on Sunday. 

‘The Strikers, who have strug- 
gled in front of goal for most of the. 
season, again let themselves down 
in the scoring department despite 
firing in the early stages. 

The Strikers started strongly 
with two close calls inside the first 
five minutes when midfielder 
Femando Rech headed wide while 
striker Peter Buljan narrowly 
missed with a back-header off a 
Paul Foster cross. 

Brisbane's early persistance was 
rewarded in only the 9th minute 
after a shot from Rech took a 
deflection and was goalbound 
before Buljan made sure with a 
simple tap-in from close range. 

Marconi eventually drew level 
in the 23rd minute when striker 
Chris Trajanovski scored from the 
penalty spot after referee Brett 
Hugo judged a Marconi player was 
tripped in a conjested Strikers’ box. 

The penalty, which was holly 
disputed and resulted in Brisbane 
skipper Stu McLaren being 
booked, sparked the visitors into 
action. Marconi almost scored again. 
when a glancing header from 
Trajanovski grazed the crossbar on 
the half hour. 

‘The Strikers looked like going in 
at the break on-level terms before 
Marconi defender Grant Last 


pounced on a loose ball in the box: 
to drive home the visitors second, 
‘one minute before the break. 

Although the Strikers trailed at 
halftime, they could easily have 
scored on several others occasions 
and built a sizeable lead them- 
selyes. 

‘The second half produced some 
flowing football but again the 
home side failed to crack the tight 


chance two minutes after the 
resumption to draw level when. 
hard working midfielder Chay 
Hews blasted a shot over the cross- 
bar from an acute angle. 

But their best chance and typical 
of the Strikers’s frustrating season 
camein the 60th minute when 
Wayne Shroj put Buljan away 
before flicking a shot onto the 
upright. 


Grant Last (Top): Opened scoring for Marconi. 


ABSW () 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGU 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 6 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 4 


By Bert van Bedaf 


I eaking defenses at both sides 
allowed an amazing ten-goal 
avalanche at Somers St last 

Sunday, doing little to inspire confidence 

in the Knights fortunes during the com- 

ing finals, 

‘The Knights showed plenty of attacking 
flair, beating Newcastle United 6-4 at 
Somers, while at the same time revealing 
defensive weaknesses, 

With the first leg of the elimination final 
against Perth Glory on Sunday, the Knights 
will need to be a lot fighter to repel the 
league's top scorers Damian Mori and 
Bobby Despotoyski. 

‘The home-side unleashed an early goal- 
spree that appeared to settle the contest in 
the first 30 minutes. Joel Porter struck 
twice, while Lubo Lapsansky, Adrian 
Cervinski and an own goal completed the 
first-half rout, 

But with nothing to lose, Newcastle took 
‘on the Knights after the break to find the net 
three more times, when Knights coach 
Andrew Marth rested two key defenders 
Steve Horvat and Rody Vargas. 

“The second half was diabolical. We lost 
the second half 3-1. On the other hand, we 
should have enough cover in the squad to do 
the job,” Marth conceded afterwards. 

“In the first half (with the score 5-1) the 


enough experience to sit nice and tight and 
consolidate those goals. But unfortunately, 
‘we didn’t, which was disappointing,” Marth 
said. 

Coaching Newcastle for the last time, 
outgoing coach Lee Sterrey said his team 
conceded three soft goals in the opening 
half hour. 

“At the end of the day, we have a young 
side, but these blokes consider themselves 
up to national league standard, After the 
first 20 minutes the game was over. But at 
least we dug deep in the second half. We 
showed some character, which was good. 

“Stabber (Marth) made some changes at 
half time and brought on some fringe play- 
ers and he’s entitled to do that to see 
whether they’re up to the standard and can 
do the job when they're called on and we 
took some chances in the second half,” he 
said. 

The Knights opened their account after 
only three minutes, when Porter speared a 
lefi-foot volley past Newcastle ‘keeper Bob 
Catlin. They doubled their lead in the tenth 
minute with a silky move on the right. Toto 
Da Costa crossed a pinpoint pass to the far 
post, where an unmarked Lapsansky blasted 
the ball high into the net. 

Newcastle wasn't without opportunity 
against a loose Knights defence,but Daniel 
McBreen, lining up for a shot outside the 
box in the 18th minute, did little to pressure 
Knights ‘keeper Martin John, who easily 


Ivan Jolic (left) for the Melbourne Knights, in action during the game 


saved, 

At the half hour, the contest loomed like 
becoming a rout when Cervinski put the 
third goal behind Catlin after the Newcastle 
defence failed to clear Da Costa's cross. 

‘Six minutes later Daniel Vasilevski had a 
long-range shot, which Chris Zoricich 
deflected into his own net for the Knights’ 
fourth goal in a pot-shooting affair. 

McBreen pegged a goal back for 
Newcastle in the 42nd minute with a long- 
range shot that eluded John, who two min- 
utes earlier had closed McBreen down, The 


Knights replied a minute later with a Porter 


header still to go four goals,up at the break, 


However, Newcastle came back with a 


fighting performance in the second half, It 


took advantage of a poor clearance in the 
60th minute, exposing the Knights’ defen- 
sive weakness. Substitute Mitchell Johnson 
drove the ball straight into the net from-the 
rebound to put Newcastle three goals 
behind. United further closed the gap in the 
‘65th minute, when McBreen hit the net with 
a flick on header that put an unlikely draw 
seeming within Newcastle’s reach. 

But Cervinski quickly restored some of 
the deficit with a thundering volley to regis- 
ter his second goal and the Knights sixth in 
the 74th minute, 

Yet, veteran Andy Harper answered back 
with a left-foot drive in the 78th minute to 
bring the margin back to two goals with the 
tenth goal of the match and his 101st career 
strike, Catlin kept more scoring down with 
some excellent saves, denying Da Costa 
from point-blank range a few minutes from 
full time, 


game was all over, We should have had between the Melbourne Knights and Newcastle United, 


Milovanovic said that the credit had to be given to 
Perth Glory. "When you look at the quality, 
strength and power of their players, they are a fan- 
tastic outfit and it's no wonder they are up there 
challenging for the top spot.” 

The Glory set themselves on the path to victory 
with a two-minute purple patch in the first half. 

A jiggling, twisting Mori eventually provided a 
short but neat through ball to Gareth Naven, nip- 
Ping past hard up against the corner flag but with 
time and rom enough to loft a cross to Scott 
Miller who duly despatched it in the 18th minute 
at the far post. 

Two minutes later Ljubo Milicevic centred for 
Brad Maloney, who had the goal at his mercy after 
Giannasca could not regain his feet fast enough 
after an earlier save. 

Inthe second half, Kasey Wehrman provided in 
the 55th minute, aided by a Mori flick-on, for 
Alistair Edwards to bang the ball high into the cor- 
ner of the net at the far post to complete the score- 
line. But the Glory must have rued many missed 
Opportunities, particularly in a desperate last 15 
minutes of the game when the agile Giannasca 
saved twice and two more shots found the wood- 
work. 


CANBERRA COSMOS 
PERTH GLORY 3 


The Glory won comprehensively 3-0 before sunk by the 6-2 win of Wollongong Wolves at 
Canberra's best crowd of the season of 4660 — home to the Adelaide Force. Both finished on 61 
almost double the previ- points but the Wolves 
‘ous best — but it was not i stole second and gef a 
enough for the Glory to Test in the first week of 
keep second place. the NSL finals thanks to a 

Going into the NSL's superior goals-for record. 
final weekend, the Glory "We are very disap- 
shaded Wollongong pointed we could not 
Wolves on goal-differ- make second." Stange 
ence and knew it was said after the win. 
going to be tough going "Two years ago we had 
without top _ striker the champagne waiting in 
Bobbie _ Despotovski. the changerooms and fin- 
They poured forward at ished third. 
every opportunity. "But we have the stand- 
against a Cosmos side outs now in Perth and the 
hurt by injuries and sus- expectation is very high. 
pensions but showing “Now we have to go the 
plenty of endeavour in hard yards but we will do 
an entertaining game. it and I still believe we 


But in the end it was have a chance to win the 
the one that got away Gareth Naven: Scored one of Perth Glory’s 11.» 


goals against Cosmos. 


Anthony Giannasca: His outstanding 
performance in goal could not prevent 
defeated for Cosmos. 


By Barry Rollings 


way. It was a word foremost in the 
thoughts of Perth Glory coach Bernd 
Stange after they won the fight but lost 
the battle at Canberra's Bruce Stadium on 


Sunday (April 29). 


because the Glory was 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 6 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 2 


By Otto Bader 


nbelievable as it is but the Wolves 

haye done it finishing second on 
U the table by virtue of scoring 
more goals than the Perth Glory. 

In a one sided match in front of a good 
crowd of 6,120, the home side dominated 
from start to finish in a 6-2 victory. 

Coach Ron Corry said afterwards the 
boys made it hard for themselves in the first 
half when they scored only twice. 

While Adelaide Force coach Zoran Matic 
was straight to the point, saying his players 
at present are not good enough and that, 
Wollongong were too fast and the best team 
he had faced and watched in the league. 

Wolves captain Matt Horsley was critical 


of himself, more disappointed at not having 
scored two or three goals while the opportu- 
nities came his way. 

Wollongong started well with Paul Reid 
threatening the opposition goal right from 
the start. Striker Stuart Young, out with sus- 
pension might have made more of these 
many early opportunities. 

Scott Chipperfield combined well with 
fellow striker Sasho Petrovski, however 
their best attempts were blocked by a des- 
perate opposition. 

The first goal came from a Matt Horsley 
cross which was well directed and headed in 
by Chipperfield. 

Adelaide’s keeper did very well when 
Chipperfield came racing through to block 
his shot in the 15th minute. 

Goal number two came in the 27th 


minute after a fine pass was directed 
through the opposition defence, allowing 
Robert Stanton to sprint free and finish well. 

Following that score many openings 
were let slip by Chipperfield, Petrovski and 
Middleby the boys had the fine build-up but 
couldn't convert their hard work into goals. 

Against the run of play the Adelaide 
Force had a free run on the right, no one 
home to mark and Scott Tumbridge drilled 
the ball low into the Wolves net, no chance 
for the keeper. 

The second half started at a hectic pace, 
Adelaide threw players forward and pres- 
sured the Wolves defence, which did not fal- 
ter, trying to play themselves out of trouble. 

Wolves scored another when Horsley 
crossed another good ball for Chipperfield 
to hit home after the ball was headed down 
to him. 

After a mide tackle, Adelaide’s Aurelio 
Vidmar was sent-off making things hard for 
the visitors. 


Cosmos coach Mike 


Another ball was cleared off the line by 
the Adelaide defence and one could sense 
that more goals were to follow. 

The fourth goal came in the 68th minute 
with a strong shot from Chipperfield fol- 
lowed by goal number five in the 77th, 
while in between several more chances went 
begging. 

Out of nothing Wolves Robert Middleby 
was sent off after a goal mouth struggle 
where it seemed a Adelaide player infringed 
on his owner keeper. 

Wolves Petrovski scored number six after 
a good lead up and Matt Horsley missed 
another sitter. 

In injury time a unintended handball by 
Wolves Ben Blake resulted in a penalty, the 
Claudio Pelosi grabbing the late consolation 
goal. 

The Wolves play now their next game on 
Friday 11th may at home against South 
Melbourne. 
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Scott Chippertield: Grabbed four 
goals against Adelaide City, 
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By Joe Russo 


‘n one of the main games 
I: Round 29, between 

Marconi Stallions and 
Melbourne Knights, no 
goals were scored but the 
game could prove costly for 
Marconi and especially 
their Socceroo _ striker, 
Archie Thompson. 

In the dying minutes, both 
Angelo Costanzo and 
Thompson were sent off for 
Marconi. 

‘Thompson's fate is uncer- 
tain and he could miss the 
first round of the finals and 
this would be a major body 
blow for the Stallions. 
Costanzo should only be 
missing for one match but 
this too is still a major blow 
for the Stallions, Costanzo 
was yellow-carded midway 
through the second half. The 
red card came after he was 
cautioned again for a lunging 
tackle, 

Football can be cruel 
indeed because Thompson 
was a Socceroo star, with his 
record-breaking 13 goals 
against American Samoa, but 
he will find himself in the 
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spotlight again for a very dif- 
ferent reason. From goal 
scoring king to red card vie- 
tim in the space of 10 days. 

It was a wild attempt at 
tackling Andy Vargas in the 
‘90th minute that saw referee 
Mark Shield produce the red 
card. Thompson is generally 
a well-behaved player and 
this incident is most Tikely a 
rush-of-blood-to-the-head 
incident. It was a two-footed 
challenge by Thompson and 
this is simply unacceptable 
on a football field. 

Marconi can thank young 
goalkeeper, Michael 
‘Turnbull, who has been out 
of favour for most of the sea- 
son, for their one point, 
which must have come as a 
great relief to the team. Three 
fine saves by the young cus- 
todian denied the Knights a 
winning away goal in the 
second half, 

Toto da Costa for the 
Knights had a good chance in 
the first half but with only 
Tumbull to beat his shot was 
off target. Overall, the game 
never really rose to any great 
heights and the visitors may 
have had slightly the better of 
play. 


Kings suffered the worst result of their history, 
crumbling 6-1 to South Melbourne before their home fans 


‘at the Ericsson stadium in Auckland. 


goalmouth scramble. 

‘The ball fell to Aaron Silva, and the Chilean striker coolly slotted 
the ball home. 

‘All the Kingz’s effort was undone shortly after however, when 
‘South Melbourne equalised with its first real attack of the game. 

A Goran Lozanovski comer was flicked on by Patrick 
Kisnorbo,and Con Boutsianis headed it back into the goalbox for Vas 


Colosimo’s head connected firmly with a fierce Vishos comes,giving 
Cuello no chance. 

Colosimo scored his second soon after, tucking home the ball in 
one-on-one With Cuello. Melboume pat the icing on the cake three 
‘minutes from time, when Suss scored the goal of the game, sending 
a delightfal chip over the head of Cucilo. 


‘ewcastle — United 
provided the upset 
of the round with a 


2 draw against 
Sydney Olympic at the 
Belmore Sports ground on 
Anzac Day. 

United at one stage even 


Olympic ope 
ing in the 20th minute when 
defender Scott Baillie head- 
ed home a Pablo Cardozo 
fro 

United rallied = and 
equalised through their high- 
ly experienced forward 
Andy Harper in the 44th 
minute. Daniel McBreen laid 
off a nice touch to the illus 
trious striker who pushed 
home his 100th NSL goal. 

‘Andy Roberts then hit 
Neweastle into the lead in 
the 52nd minute when he 
headed home a Mark Wilson 
cross from close range. 

Olympic equalised seven 
minutes later in similar fash- 
E A 


cross into the back of the net. 

Pablo Cardozo was 
unlucky to not score a win- 
ning goal late in the game 
after his free kick curled 
around the wall and hit the 
post. 


jhe Wollongong 
Wolves have revived 
their top two aspira- 
tions with a ruthless 4-0 
victory over the Northern 
Spirit at North Sydney 


A minute after half time 
the Wolves added a second 
goal via a Scott Chippertield 
penalty after the Australian 
international was carelessly 
taken down in the box by 
Scott Howson, 

Their third goal came in 
the 55th minute when Saso 


Oval on Anzac Day. Petrovski headed home com- 
Wollongong dominated pletely unmarked from a 

the game from start to finish wel] executed Matt Horsley 

despite missing key players cross, 

Stuart Young and Paul Reid. The route was completed 


Northem Spirit provided 
very soft opposition and 
seemed uninterested in their 
final home game to the dis- 
appointment of their loyal 
home fans. 

The Wolves opened their 
scoring in the 45th minute 
when Captain Matt Horsley 
pounced on a loose ball after 
Paul Henderson failed to 
grasp a powerful Robbie 
Stanton drive. 

Horsley made no mistake 
from point blank range but 
one must ask where the 
defenders were. 


in the 65th minute with 
undoubtedly the move of the _ 
game. Ben Blake and Robbie 
Stanton combined in a one- 
two that placed the Wolves 
defender in unfamiliar terri- 
tory on Spirits by-line. Blake 
cut back into the box, 
crossed the ball along the 
face of goal and Saso 
Petrovski tapped home. 

The win left the Wolves 
on equal points with Perth 
Glory, only one goal behind 
on goal difference setting up 
a tense final round on 
Sunday, 


Luke Roodenburg for Parramatta during the round 29 match between Perth Glory and 
ee atmautis Power played a test Por Oval ts Part cou 


Elias Demourizidis (left) of Olympic is challenged by Glenn Sprod (right) of 
Newcastle during the match between Sydney Olympic and Newcastle United at 
Belmore Sports Ground. 
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games to play and win in order 
By Richard Kreider to get there, sid Bemd Stange. 
“We gave them an easy goal 
y Beceem ‘ut they still deserved the win,” 
mast 
of the season, Perth “We (Power) are a good side 
Glory squandered the oppor- but we haven't performed to our 
tumity to claim second spot on expectations this season,” said 
the standings and the chance Parramatta coach Dave 
to take on mewly crowned Mitchell. 
minor premiers South ‘The Power had the bell in the 
‘Melbourne in the play-offs fol- back of the net after just two 
lowing 2 shock 1-0 loss to minutes of play from a well- 
Parramatta Power om Amzac worked comer but referee Bddie 
‘Wednesday. Lennie noticed a handballinci- 
A minute silence to honour dent. 
those who gave their lives for The winning goal eventually 
their country was repeated inthe © came when Glory midfielder 
32nd minute when Matt Kasey Webrman and skipper 
‘Thompson inflicted the Perth Gareth Naven were pressured 
‘home loss in front of the biggest Steve Berry was presented with 
crowd of the season (16,422) st a gift opportunity to score. 
Pesth Oval. Jason Petkovic managed to 
“Bverybody inPerthhas been pany Bemy’s strike but 
talking about the finals at © Thompson was pesfectly placed 
Subiaco but what everybody to tuck away the loose ball into 
‘seems to forget is that we have an open net. 
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UNFIT MARTH DOUBTFUL AGAINST PERTH 


Top Six Play-Off Count Down 


By Bert van Bedaf 


elbourne Knights 

captain-coach 

Andrew Marth is no 
certainty to play against Perth 
Glory in the first leg of the 
elimination final at Somers St 
on Sunday, after having fin- 
ished sixth and Perth in third 
position, 

A groin injury stopped him 
from taking the field against 
Newcastle last Sunday and 
although Marth desperately 
wants to be on the pitch for the 
finals contest, he admitted he 
| wasn’t 100 per cent fit. 

. “{'m almost 100 per cent fit,” 
Marth said at the post-match 
conference. 

Asked whether he'd play, he 
said, “Touch wood, I hope so.” 
Probed further if his inclusion 
certain”, Marth said, “No, 
I’m not 100 per cent.” 


\ j 


Branko Culina 


Ante Juric 


It became obvious in the sec- 
ond half against Newcastle that 
the Knights will need the pony- 
tailed Rody Vargas and Socceroo 
Steve Horvat in the defence. 

The key defenders were rested 
after the break and the Knights, 
backline fell apart in the second 
half, conceding three goals 
against a modest attack. 

The Knights also missed Andy 
Vargas, who was rested. Alex 
Kiratzoglou came in after half 
time for Horvat. An absent Dragi 
Nastevski may also be brought 
into the side against Perth. 
Experienced defender Ransford 
Banini seems on the outer at 
Somers St and hasn’t played for 
quite some time. 

On Sunday, the Knights 
defence will be up against 
Australia’s most legal strikers 
Damian Mori and Bobby 
Despotovski, while their’ strike 
force must score at home to have 
any chance away in Perth the fol- 
lowing week. 

“We'll play our best eleven 
and the boys that will come in 
are in our best eleven,” Marth 
said, 

The Knights drew 1-1 with 
Perth at home in round 12 and 
lost 1-0 away in round 27, when 
Marth injured his groin. 

“Against Perth we did quite 


Melboume Knights’ player/ooach, Andrew Marth who Is 
era 


Clint Bolton 


Scott Baillie 


KICK-OFF 6.30PM 


Peter Zorbas 


Kris Trajanovski 


well. We drew the home game 
1-1 and we should have won that 
one. (Marth had a late goal disal- 
lowed for offside). We lost 1-0 
away, We got beaten in the first 
half, but in the second half we 
should have won that game as 
well,” Marth said. 

The Knights are in the finals 
for the first time since 1997 and 
last Sunday's rousing 6-4 victory 
left Marth in two minds. 

“It gives you confidence going 
forward, but, you know, we 
copped four goals which is a bit 
disappointing, But we'll fix that. 
We've been playing quite well 
for the last four weeks. 
Unfortunately, we've 
not been playing too 
well at home, so, 
hopefully that 
will change 
against 
Perth,” he 
said. 

He wasn’t 
daunted by the prospect of facing 
a hostile crowd in Perth for the 


“Eyeryone thinks the crowd is 
gainst you and so forth. But we 
enjoy playing there. The atmos- 
phere is supert 

He rated his team’s title 
chances as good as anyone's. 
“For any team in the finals is it 
possible to win the grand final, 
even though some experts think 
we've got no hope, We'll just 
have to wait and see,” he said. 


Michael Turnbull 


Outgoing Newcastle coach 
Lee Sterry paid tribute to players 
and supporters, who had been 
behind him at Newcastle for 
three years. 

“[ve been very happy with 
the support I've had from 
Newcastle, especially the sup- 
porters and fans, who have been 
fantastic over three years,” 
Sterrey said. 

“We've earned the respect of 
the people in Newcastle over two 
years. « 

‘This year there waS no budget. 
‘There was less money spent than 
the years before, which has made 
it very hard, 

“We certainly need- 
ed to push on and buy 
four or five quality 
players. 
But the 
owner didn’t 
want to do 
that. It's dis- 
appointing 
from a coachingpoint of view, 
because you know what you 
need and if you're not given the 
tools of the trade, that disap- 
pointing, 

“But as far as the support from 
the Newcastle people is con- 
cerned, it has been fantastic and 
they certainly know s been 
going on this year. At the end of 
the day, I’m just very happy with 
what the boys have given me 
over the three years. That's for 
sure,” he said. 


Michael Turnbull 
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Green Gully 


St Albans 


By David | Davutovic 


reen Gully and St 
Albans battled out a 
tense 1-1 draw 


at Green Gully Reserve 
last Sunday. 

‘The result was a com- 
plete turnaround from the 
opening round of the sea- 
son when the Cavaliers 
defeated the Saints 2-1 at 
Churchill Reserve and 
dominated proceedings for most 
of the match, 

The visitors got off to a flyer 
when midfielder Ilija Dragicevic 
blasted home from 20 minutes 
from a set piece in the 23rd 
minute. 

The opening half was a virtual 
arm wrestle, with neither side able 


to take control, although the slip- 
pery conditions saw both sides 
make errors throughout the half. 

Saints coach Peter Crocker was 

not content sitting on the narrow 
1-0 half time lead and 
it was clear that he 
instructed his side to 
Kill off the match in the 
second half. 
Veteran striker Ivan 
Zilic was menacing on 
the left flank, using his 
pace to good effect, but seldom 
were his crosses met as Robert 
Brian had little to do in the 
Cavaliers goal. 

The equaliser for Gully came in 
the 80th minute when substitute 
Ice Kutlesovski headed past 
Marijan Vunderl from a free kick 
with the aid of a skidding surface. 


The result left St Albans in sec- 
ond position, while the Cavaliers 
are just outside the top five in 
sixth place. 

St Albans will be playing its 
final five home matches at the 
Melbourne Knights stadium in 
Somers St, Sunshine, as of 
‘Sunday, May 6. 


STOP PRESS 


ST. ALBANS will be play- 
ing its last five home matches 
at Melbourne Knightsstadium 
in Somers St, Sunshine. 

They would have played 
against Bulleen at Knights 
Stadium on Sunday, butbe- 
cause the Knights are playing 


Thunder strikes Royals 


Dandenong Thunder 


Essendon Royals 


By David Turkovic 


‘ollywood could not have 
H:= a more dramatic 

script than the scenes wit- 
nessed at the George Andrews 
Reserve, South Dandenong, where 
Dandenong Thunder beat a ten- 
men Essendon Royals 6-3 on 
Saturday afternoon in the battle to 
avoid relegation, 

Dandenong has strengthened its 
claim as a future Premier League 
team, while Essendon looks destined 
for First Division football, if it can- 
not dramatically reverse its fortunes. 

Essendon started off brightly 
enough with Ben Scerri showing 
some of his old form by bursting 


through no less than three 
Dandenong defenders to strike the 
opening goal. 


However, the Thunder equalised 
just three minutes later through a 
counter attack. Boris Ovcin let fly 
from outside the penalty box to 
level, 

Dandenong’s celebrations were 
short lived as Matthew Colina head- 
ed his third goal of the season on the 
20th minute after getting on the end 
of an Idriz Pelja cross. 

On the 33rd minute mark came 
the moment that completely trans- 
formed the entire match as a mix-up 
between Tom Markovski and Mark 
Di Giaocchino enabled Thunder 
striker, Pino Corallo to snatch the 
ball inside the six-yard box with a 
fine opportunity to score, 

Di Giacchino brought Corallo 
down and as a result, the referee 
awarded Dandenong a penalty and 
sent off Di Giaocchino for a profes- 
sional foul. 


Essendon were forced to take off 
Steven Tribuzio for substitute keeper 
Robbie Acs, whose first task was to 
try and stop the penalty. 
Unfortunately for Essendon, Acs 
could not get a hand on the shot 
despite guessing the right way. 

Dandenong hit the front for the 
first time in the match just minutes 
before the half, after a goal mouth 
scramble was finally dispatched by 


Corallo. 
The second half did not begin 
brightly for Essendon, as 


Dandenong went 4-2 ahead after just 
15 seconds of the restart, again 
through Corallo. 

Dandenong made full advantage 
of its numerical advantage, and pol- 
ished off Essendon with an addition- 


al two goals in the second half. 
Pushing an additional player up 
front, Thunder constantly attacked at 
the now fragile Essendon outfit, and 
could have scored more if it wasn’t 
for some heroics from the Royals’ 
defenders at times, especially from 
David Minnala who cleared two cer- 
tain goals off the goal line. 

To Essendon’s credit, the ten 
remaining players continued to work 
hard despite the dire situation that 
they faced, and as a result were 
rewarded with a consolation goal at 
the 77th minute mark. Colina scored 
his forth goal of the season after he 
rounded the Dandenong keeper and 
fired into an empty net, to finish the 
game at 6-3. 

‘The Royals are still looking for 
their first win of the season, and are 
also looking like certainties for rele- 
gation unless things drastically tum 
around and they pick up some cru- 
cial points. 


Heidelberg United 
St. Albans Saints 
Bentleigh Greens 
Port Melb’Rne Sharks 
Altona East Phoenix 
Green Gully Caval'Rs 
Fawkner Blues 
Altona Magic 

Preston Lions 
Bulleen Zebras 
Dandenong Thunder 
Essendon Koya!s 
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ONNUUUTAARAANVE 
NEQUE ONO ENS 


Saints hold Gully | [iT STiiranac 
to draw 


Preston Lions 


Heidelberg United 


eidelberg United let 
slip a two-goal advan- 
tage, while Preston 


made a gutsy recovery from 
behind to manage a 2-2 draw 
with the league leader at B.T. 
Connor Reserve last Sunday. 
Under new coach Vlado 
Vanis, the Lions had sharpened 
their claws and showed a lot 
more fight than previously 
under Dragan Blazevski, who 
was replaced during the week. 
Heidelberg scored within the 
first five minutes of the game 
courtesy of a Nick Lazarevski 
header. The Bergers looked 
ominious when they scored 
their second goal through 
Alfonzo Opazo. 
Preston, who have been 
struggling to avoid relegation 


PRESTON 


Jim Dimoyski and Daniel 
Malina. 

Heidelberg had chances to 
win the game but failed to capi- 
talise. In the dying seconds 


this season under Dragan A 
Blazevski, mustered Opazo broke free ; 
new-found but had his 
strength under powerful 
Vanis, who shot saved, 
returned to the Tne, e 
Lions having Bergers 
left NSL finals remain top 
pelo of the lad- 
Melbourne der, while 
Knights a Preston is 
month ago. Still hover- 
The Lions ing danger- 
fought back to ously close to 
level with goals in the relegation 
zone. 


either half through 


RESULTS 
ROUND 12 


2 Heidelberg Utd 
(Lazarevski N, Opazo A) 

6 (Essendon Royals 
(Coltioa M (2), Scerri B) 


Preston Lions 
(Dimoski J, Malina D) 
Dandenong Thunder 
Ovcin 8, Corallo G (2), Terek D. 
Korcarevshi¥, Reyes H) 


Altona Magic _ 
‘Fawkner Blues 
Bullen Zebras 


Green Gully 
(Ruilesovsti 1) 


0 Altona East Phoenix 
= ee : 
0 Bentleigh Greens 

Port Melb'Rne Sharks , 

1 St.Albans Saints 

-— (Dragicevie) 


Victorian 


Premier League 


Saturday 5 May, 3:00PM 


Port Melbourne Sharks v Fawkner Blues 


Essendon v Preston Lions 


Sunday 6 May, 3:00PM 


St Albans Saints v Bulleen Zebras 


Bentleigh Greens v Altona Magic 


Altona East Phnx v South Dandenong 


Heidelberg Utd v Green Gully Cavaliers 


For more information, log onto 
www.soccervictoria.org.au 
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“Perry Park” Abbotsford Road, Mayne. Brisbane. 4006. 


Phone: (07) 3252 5327 ® Fax: (07) 3252 1137 ® www.qldsoccer.com.au 


Craig Collins: The Queensland captain may be dropped from the team billed to 
playSolomon Islands, next month. 


match against Brisbane Queenslanders against New 

By SlenviGans Strikers at Perry Park last South Wales last year when 

x ¥ week. the Maroons 

kipper Craig Collins deh, went down 3-2 
could bein danger of critters won | BRISBANE CITY | CITY Fa Perry Park. 

losing the Rhouber z 

Queensland captaincy for reseed Collis 


the friendly against the 
Solomon Islands national 


* the trial 4-1 
Fs 3 following a 
é Paul Foster 
hattrick, but 
side at Perry Park on May Aen aie 
19, s 
1 

Queensland coach Miron nie ” tant 
Bleiberg, who has named @ afar iS seas 
20-man squad, was disap- 


a ple were deadlocked 1-all 
pointed Collins missed the with 20 minutes remaining. 
State team’s first training 


‘ = Collins led the 
session last month and a trial 


QUEENSLAND 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


FIXTURES (ROUND 9) 


was still . a 
chance of being 
retained as the 
Maroons skipper 
but was keen to 
talk with the classy 
midfielder before mak- 

ing his final decision. 
Bleiberg intends to dis- 
cuss the captaincy role with 
Collins before Queensland's 
next trial against the 
Queensland Academy Of 
Sport at Perry Park tonight 
(Wednesday), 
Rochedale 


midfielder 


Brad Ditton could receive a 
surprise call to lead the 
Queenslanders against the 
Solomon Islanders if Collins 
ie : fails to satisfy Bleiberg. 

Saturday sth May Regie isa Vecy good 
TBA Raiders v Wynnum : x 
Gold Coast v IPSW Knights 


pee le 
GUcENSLAND| 


h 
‘ 


Captain Collins in trouble 
ahead friendly internationa 


player and a good guy but I 
put him in the category of 
being a frustrated player,” 
Bleiberg said. 
“He could have achieved 
a lot more in his career. 
“There's still a chance I'll 
retain him as captain but 
before I make that decision I 
want to talk with him.” 
Bleiberg’s 20-man squad 
will soon be culled with four 
unlucky players to miss out 
playing the Solomon 
Islands who are 
using the friendly 
as a vital warm- 
up for the World 
Cup qualifying 
clash with New 
Zealand, 
Bleiberg has cho- 
sen the bulk of his squad 
from Brisbane's top two 
clubs Brisbane City and 
Brisbane Lions and has cho- 
sen players with an ambition 
to play at the next level in 
the national league, 
Brisbane City’s six 
Queensland squad represen- 
tatives include Wayne 
Strange, Demetri Theochari, 
Vedran Becirbegovic, 
Damian Waugh, Scott Elliott 
and Pablo Aviles. 


Bleiberg has chosen Chris 
Day, Danny Britton, Matt 
Olley, Des Hughes and 16- 
year-old Michael Baird from 
his former club Brisbane 
Lions. 

Bleiberg has made no 
excuses for not selecting 
some other well credentialed 
players, including the Gold 
Coast’s Adam Poric and 
Brisbane City’s Mark 
Battistin, two of the Premier 

League’s most consis- 
tent players. 
“Tve chosen 
players who 
have a burning 
ambition to 
play at the next 
highest level in 
National league,” 

he said. 

“Everyone who comes to 
the game won't be disap- 
pointed and we're prepared 
to back ourselves and play 
attractive soccer.” 

An interstate clash with 
New South Wales and 
Victoria also is in the 
pipeline which it’s hoped 
will eventually encourage a 
regular competition between 
all States in the future. 

“For years we've been 


Said. 


Matt Olley: Selected to play against Solomon Islands. 


+} Strikers 


Trevor Gilliland: Picked to play against 
Solomon Islands, 

calling for a State-wide 

competition and it’s gradual- 

ly getting closer,” Bleiberg 


Bleiberg believes 
recent — Queen- 
sland-New South 
Wales clashes have 
been an invaluable 
opportunity for 
young players to 
show their poten- 
tial before national 
league coaches, 

Last year 
Brisbane City and 
former Brisbane 
forward 
Royce _ Brownlie 
fired for the 
Maroons _ before 
eventually being 
picked up by 
Marconi. 

“We showed 
against the Strikers 
the gap between 
the Premier 
League in 
Brisbane and the 
national league 
was not all that 
great,” Bleiberg 
said. 


“Against the 
Strikers it, came 
down to fitness 
and it’s only the 


pace of the game at national 
level which our premier 
league players need to get 
used to.” 
The Queensland Squad is: 
Brisbane City: Wayne 
Strange, Demetri Theochari, 


Vedran Becirbegovic, 
Damian Waugh, Scott 
Elliott, Pablo Aviles. 


Brisbane Lions: Chris 
Day, Danny Britton, Matt 
Olley, Des Hughes, Michael 
Baird. « 

Ipswich Knights: Peter 


Hinks 

Taringa Rovers: Craig 
Collins 

Rochedale Rovers: Roy 
Huth, Brad Ditton 

Gold Coast: City Steve 
Fitzsimmons, Jamie frwin 


Toowoomba Raiders: 
Trevor Gilliland, Colin 
Hackwood 


Wynnum Wolves: Steve 
Foreshaw 
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_ ANZAC DAY 


SUPER LEAGUE / 


GRADE 18: AC United 4 Bankstown City 
Lions 2, Manly Warringah Dolphins 2 Fairfield 
Bulls 0, Macarthur Rams 2 Dulwich Hill 2, 
Rockdale City Suns 2 MSC Liverpool 4, Hajduk 
Wanderers 4 Fraser Park Jets 1, Stanmore Hawks 
2 Hurstville City 0. 


SUPER YOUTH 
__ LEAGUE 


GRADE 13: 
Panthers 1. 
GRADE 14: 
Panthers 0. 
GRADE 
Panthers 0. 
GRADE 
Panthers 0. 


Marconi Stallions 1 Penrith 


Marconi Stallions 7 Penrith 


15: Marconi Stallions 4 Penrith 


17: Marconi Stallions 1 Penrith 


SUPER CADET 
LEAGUE 


GRADE 11: Marconi Stallions 1 Penrith 
Panthers 0. 

GRADE 12: Marconi Stallions 2 Penrith 
Panthers 0, 


RESULTS | 


SUPER YOUTH: 
LEAGUE 


GRADE 13: Fairfield Bulls 0 Sydney United 2, 
Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 0 Sutherland Shire 7, 
Wollongong Wolves 0 Canterbury Marrickville 2, 
Macarthur Rams 1 Parramatta Eagles 0, 
Bankstown City Cubs 1 Northern Spirit 2, 


Blacktown City Demons 5 St George 0, Central 
Coast Coasties 0 Marconi Stallions 2, Penrith 
Panthers 3 Newcastle United 2, Sydney Olympic 
3 Leichhardt Tigers 2, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 6. 

GRADE 14: Fairfield Bulls 0 Sydney United 4, 
Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 1 Sutherland Shire 6, 
Wollongong Wolves 2 Canterbury Marrickville 1, 
Macarthur Rams 0 Parramatta Eagles 2, 
Bankstown City Cubs 2 Northern Spirit 7, 
Blacktown City Demons 11 St George 0, Central 
Coast Coasties 0 Marconi Stallions 2, Penrith 
Panthers 1 Newcastle United 4, Sydney Olympic 
3 Leichhardt Tigers 0, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 4 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 1. 

GRADE 15: Fairfield Bulls 1 Sydney United 2, 
Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 2 Sutherland Shire 1, 
Wollongong Wolves 4 Canterbury Marrickville 1, 
Macarthur Rams 2 Parramatta Eagles 7, 
Bankstown City Cubs 1 Northern Spirit 2, 
Blacktown City Demons 2 St George 0, Central 
Coast Coasties 0 Marconi Stallions 1, Penrith 
Panthers 2 Newcastle United 3, Sydney Olympic 
1 Leichhardt Tigers 4, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 0. 


GRADE 17: Fairfield Bulls 6 Sydney United 1, 
Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 2 Sutherland Shire 2, 
Wollongong Wolves 2 Canterbury Marrickville 1, 
Macarthur Rams 0 Parramatta Eagles 7, 
Bankstown City Cubs 0 Northern’ Spirit 3, 
Blacktown City Demons 2 St George 0, Central 
Coast Coasties 1 Marconi Stallions 3, Penrith 
Panthers 3 Newcastle United 1, Sydney Olympic 
6 Leichhardt Tigers 0, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 4 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 0. 


SUPER CADET 


LEAGUE 


GRADE 11: Bankstown City Cubs 0 Northern 
Spirit 2, Blacktown City Demons 4 St George 2, 
Central Coast Coasties 1 Marconi Stallions 2, 
Sydney Olympic 3 Leichhardt Tigers 0, Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles 0 Manly Warringah Dolphins 5. 

GRADE 12: Bankstown City Cubs 0 Northern 
Spirit 3, Blacktown City Demons 3 St George 0, 
Central Coast Coasties 0 Marconi Stallions 1, 
Sydney Olympic 3 Leichhardt Tigers 0, Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles 2 Manly Warringah Dolphins 1. 


Dino Mennillo: Off to England 
for trials. 


By Otto Bader 


OUTH GRADE — coach Eddie Teroso 
—his side on 48 points —hopes to reach 
the top four. Their opposition with only two 
rounds left are Norther Spirit (they lost that 
match midweek) and leaders A.1.S. Canberra. 
Talented striker Liam Austin, mid field 
players Jason Kencevski, Steve Dimitrievski, 
Daniel Aldridge, Andrew Smith and sweeper 
Harvey Rodriguez, have to be at their best to 
survive the battle for one of the top spots — 
too late now by the look of things. 
Requirements for the First Grade team will 
decide which senior players are available for 
the youth grade coach to select. It is not easy 
to field a consistent side with several changes 
every week. 


INO MENNILLO is off to the UK to 

‘trial with English Premier club Bradford 
City, The Wolves’ coach had included 
Mennillo in his squad for the remaining two 
games. 

However the club gave permission for 
Mennillo to fly out during the week to join the 
English club, hoping for a contract, Mennillo 
has trialed overseas already with Dutch club 
Twente -and Scottish club Dundee. His 
absence opens the door for the promotion of 
one of the Wolves” fringe players to make an 
‘impact. 


& DOWN WOLVES — Losing 
penultimate week at Auckland Kingz, 
despite leading with four minutes to go and 
then.winning 4-0 midweek against Northern 
Spirit, indicates inconsistency. The players 
obviously had their mind on other things — 


16 


like new contracts for next season and forth- 
coming Spain-trip. 

Even though coach Ron Corry was very 
critical of the New Zealand loss, the team 
turned their poor performance around in the 
next game. The coach brought in giant 
defender David Cervinski and striker Scott 
Chipperfield into the gam 
Young and Paul Reid both 
pended. Luck smiled on the 
Wolves with Perth Glory 
wasting a three points lead, 
thus the Wolves and Perth 
were both on equal points in 
second place. 

‘The last game of the season 


at WIN Stadium against 
Adelaide City became of vital F 
importance for the Wolves if they 


had to cement second place on the table, 
needing a bag full of goals to finish witha “ 
better goal difference, 


IDS SMILE — when Wolves’ players 

Matt Horsley, Scott Chipperfield visited, 
CAMP QUALITY at Tumbletown last week. 
‘The children suffering from cancer, need our 
support and hopefully their day has been 
made mote enjoyable meeting the soccer 
stars, available for autographs and questions. 
Itisa worthy visit made by the Wolves play- 
ers. 


OCCER COACHING CAMP — con- 

ducted by Development Officer Matt 
Horsley, with the assistance from first grade 
players during the present School Holidays 
has been over-booked, the response over- 
whelming, 

Planned for 100 kids, the club has accepted 
150 bookings before calling a halt. 


ITATION TO NOMINATE — your 
favourite local sports person or team for the 
MERCURY-NOVOTEL-NORTHBEACH 
sports-star-of-the-year award is popular with 
readers. Each month fans can nominate a 
sports star to win a luxury accommodation- 
dinning package. 

‘The Wolves carried off the January award, 
Scott Chipperfield the February one and ath- 
letic high jumper Petrina Price won the March 
nomination. It looks like the local basketball 
team the Hawks might be crowned in April. 


(OR SOCCER IN ILLAWARRA — 
increase in registrations lifted numbers 
to 6298 - arecord with ever increasing inter- 
est in soccer with all youngsters, boys and 
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girls. Competition proper with 258 teams 
from age groups U/10's to U/18's plus 92 
teams ROO-BALL teams from U/6's, U/7’s, 
UJ8" and UM's, The preparation for the com= 
petition draw sequired a mammoth effort by 
‘games organiser David Ware and his helpers. 
Girls teams this year have fielded sides in the 
age groups U/12's, U/14’s, U/l6's and U/I8's, 


Rs STARS - 
Ibjon Park's U/8's 
soccer squad has 4 Girls as 
team mates. They fondly 
call their coach Grand Dad 
and Jim Nolan does not 
mind at all. He has two 
grand daughters in his side, all 
Tearing to go. 


CU Premier League Results 
, Round 3, Review/Preview - WOL- 
LONGONG OLYMPIC V WESTERN 
SUBURBS 2:0, a success for the home side, 
putting a smile on the face of coach JOHN 
FREW, not so good for West, who visit 
NORTHERN UNITED next while Olympic 
visit CRINGILA hoping to pick up points. 
LYSAGHTS V NORTHERN UNITED 
8:3 — an unbelievable outcome, delight for 
one, hell for the other coach, goals from JAN- 
SON SPENCER (3), DAVID THOMPSON 
(3), SHANE RAYNOR, ANDREW HAR- 
ROWER, for North one leading 1:0 goals 
from MICHAEL BROWN, WAYNE 
PETERSEN, CAMERON O'NEIL. LYSAL- 
GHTS travel to PICTON as favourites, North 
host West next, hoping to do well. 
KEMBLAWARRA V PICTON 7:0 - 
another astonishing score, goals from MATT 
PARKER (2) JASON MATTHEWS, 


Stuart Young: Missed the vital win 
against Northern Spirit. 


RICHARD LLOYD, PAUL GAFFNEY, 
CORD TOLSON, STEVE MUSCAT, they 
play next away to BULLI, a real challenge. 
PICTON host LYSAGHTS next. 

SHOALHAVEN CITY. V BULLI 1:5 - not 
quite expected that clear cut, goals from ROD 
PATERSON (2), JULIO MIRANDA, NICK 
REILY, SHANE FLACK while the home 
team scored with player coach MARK 
SMITH, a penalty. SHOALHAVEN travel to 
BALGOWNIE next, a tough task. BULLI 
host KEMBLAWARRA which could be 
close. 

PORT KEMBLA V BALGOWNIE 2:4 - A 
REAL UPSET, NOT PREDICTED, A SUC- 
CESS FOR VISITING COACH JOCK MOR- 
LANDO. his team scored with FRANK BAR- 
ILA (2), JOE BRUNI, VICTOR COSTA- 
BILE while Port replied with NICK POLI- 
MENAKOS (2). The visitors were at one 
stage 4:0 ahead before Port came back in the 
final quarter. Port clashes next with CONIS- 
TON, a vital contest for both sides. BALLY 
hoist SHOALAHVEN and expect to succeed. 

CRINGILA V CONISTON 1:5, rather 
clear win for the competition leader with 
goals from VLAD SRBINOYKSI (3), 
ANTHONY GUIDO, CHRIS JANKULOVS- 
KI. CRINGILA replied with a goal from 
DARKO DELOVSKI, who no play next 
WOLLONGONGL OLYMPIC AT HOME, 
NEEDING POINTS. CONISTON defend 
their top spot against challenger Port Kembla. 

Points Table — CONSITON 12, KEM- 
BLAWARRA 10, PORT 7, SHOALHAVEN 
7, OLYMPIC 7, CRINGILA 5, BALGOWN- 
IE 5, BULLI 4, LYSAGHTS 4, WEST 3, 
NORTH 1, PICTON 1, total of 38 goals 
scored in six games so far, a feast of enter- 
tainment, 


‘CU First Division Round 3 - BARBAR- 

JANS V BERKELEY 1:5, not the result 
coach ROBERTO HERNANDEZ was hoping 
for, a let-down, joy for the visitors who meet 
now WARILLA WANDERERS, BARBAR- 
IANS play next KIAMA. HIGHLANDS V 
SHELLHARBOUR CITY 1:3, too good for the 
young HARBOUR side, unable to contest for a 
better score. HIGHLANDS travel next to BEL- 
LAMBI, CITY have the BYE. 

ILLAWARRA UNITED V WARILLA 
WANDERERS 1:4, a fine win for coach BILLY 
KYRIAKIDIS they face next BERKELEY, 
while United travel to HELENSBURGH. 
RUSE V SOUTH COAST UNITED 1:7, a huge 
‘score for the visitors, the home side is strug- 
gling, they meet next University while South 
Coast play next FERNHILL. ALBION PARK 


ae 


Matt Horsley: Encouraging young 
players with coaching clinic. 

V KIAMA 2:2 - a good game, both missed 
chances, once a penalty not converted but bril- 
liantly saved by home team keeper ROBERT 
GIGLIOTTI, the host unable to score after cre- 
ating the opening, each side had the opportuni- 
ty towin, Park now visit WOONONA, KIAMA 
host the BARBARIANS. 

TARRAWANNA V BELLAMBI 3:3 a feat 
of goals, looks tight, TARRA travel next to 
DAPTO, BELLAMBI host HIGHLANDS and 
hope for points. DAPTO V HELENSBURGH 
O:1, the winner being scored late in the game, 
chances for both missed. DAPTO host next 
TARRAWANNA, HELENSBURGH _ host 
ILLAWARRA UNITED next. WOONONA V 
UNIVERSITY 2:1 some what surprising, a 
good win for the host, the STUDENTS disap- 
pointing and face next RUSE, WOONONA 
host ALBION PARK WE. 


AMPTON CUP SECOND ROUND 

RESULTS — NORTHERN UNITED V. 
BALGOWNIE 2:1, PORT KEMBLA V CON- 
ISTON 5:1, CRINGILA V WEST 2:1 
OLYMPIC V WARILLA 4:1, KEMBLAWAR- 
RA V HIGHLANDS 6:0, LYSAGHTS V 
FERNHILL 3:0, HELENSBURGH V SHELL-- 
HARBOUR CITY 4:0. 

Some surprising outcomes with Port ousting 
CONISTON, NORTH BEATING BALGOWN- 
IE, CRINGILA OVERCOMES WEST. 
SHELLHARBOUR CITY YOUTH GRADE 
surprisingly beat Premier League outfit 
CRINGILA 3:2 in the Youth Cup. 


EFEREE QUIZ — an attacking player in 
the opponent’s half receives the ball direct- 
ly from a goal kick and is given off-side by the 
alert linesman. 
Was this correct? (Answer No). 


VALENTINE SPORTS PARK 
235-257 Meurants Lane, Glenwood 2768 @ Phone (02) 9629 1800 


ROUND 7 


ASIDE WANDERERS 


Bankstown City 


Hadjuk Wanderers 


dispatched the ball high into the left cor- 
ner of the net. 

Despite controlling the match, the 
home fans’ nerves were only settled as 
late as the 88th minute, 
with substitute Iain 


By Ben Moring 


ankstown City deservedly won 
B this encounter by 2-0, with James 

Aschner volleying home in the 
68th minute and Iain MacDonald sealing 
the victory with two minutes remaining. 
The Lions totally dominated the match, 
but endless waves of attacks bore no fruit, 
which kept the Wanderers in the match 
until the death, 

The attacking superiority of 
Bankstown City was easy to see for a rea- 
sonably sized crowd. City had eleven cor- 
ners throughout the match, but could only 
convert on one occasion. This occurred in 
the 68th minute through James Aschner, 
‘The goal was rather opportunist, in truth, 
as an earlier shot was well saved. 
However, the ball fell kindly and Aschner 


MacDonald netting 
after a beautiful 
deep run from 
in-form 
Aschner. He turned 
many a defender 

on his way to the 
box, before squaring a 
thoughtful ball into the path of the 
goal scorer. 

The only joy for the visitors came in 
the first half. Their first shot came cour- 
tesy of Richard Giometti in the 16th 
minute. His shimmy allowed time for a 
shot, which fizzed over from 12-yards. 


Hajduk would only manage two real 
chances from this point onwards, The first 
of these came in the 28th minute. J.J. Ellul 
created some space for himself, before 
narrowly shooting past the right upright. 

In the 35th minute, Jason Vella read the 
Bankstown defense, after Trent Worrall 
stole the ball from the Lions rearguard. 
He then took off on a 40-yard run past 

three static 
defenders. 
However, 
great work 
from goalkeep- 
er — Josevski 
meant that Vella 
had to take it round 


him. Unfortunately for 


of) touch was too big 


and the ball ran out. 

Hajduk Wanderers keeper, Luke 
Martin pulled off a string of fine saves, 
notably at-key times in the game. This 
was the thing stopping the floodgates 
from opening. 


League Gold Medal for Player of 2000/2001 Season. 


Steve Lazzari of Belconnen Blue Devils, who won the NSW Premier 


Manly-Warringah 2 
Manly-Warringah left 
Arlington Oval with precious 
point after a 2-2 draw with 
league leaders Dulwich Hill. 
This fixture may well have 
displayed two of the favourites 
to take the ultimate prize come 
the business end of the season. 
Dulwich Hill got their noses in 
front in the 23rd minute through 
Ziatko who played the referee's 
whistle to skip clear and fire 
home right-footed from 14- 
yards. The Dolphins deservedly 
pulled level in the 49th minute 
through Beldham, after they 
lined up to dispatch a finely 
threaded square in the box from 
Faria.Dulwich Hill regained the 
ascendancy in the 71st minute; 
Ben Deighan flicked a Hussein 
Jomaa free kick into the left cor- 
ner of the net. Steve Berry 
knicked a point for Manly- 
Warringah ten from time after a 
side-footed tap-in from an Antar 
cross from the right edge of the 
box. 
Bankstown City 2 
Hajduk Wanderers 0 
ankstown City Lions 
moved up to third on the 
Super League table after total- 
ly dominating the final match 
of Round 7 at Jensen Park, 
was really a matter of by how 
many goals, the Lions would 
score, as their slick midfield 
passing game was too much for 
Hajduk to withstand, The first 
strike came courtesy of James 
Aschner in the 68th minute, with 
a firmly hit volley after 
Wanderers keeper Luke Martin 
saved an initial shot. Bankstown 
had converted their 10th comer 
of the match. The points were 
made safe as late as the 88th 


minute, through Tain 
MacDonald, after Aschner made 
a sensational run and a thought- 
ful square ball. 

Rockdale City Suns 2 
Macarthur Rams 0 
ockdale City Suns con- 
firmed their place in the 
Super League top five with an 
uninspiring 2-0 win over the 
Macarthur Rams at the Rockdale 

inden Sports Centre, 

With both sides battling the 
windy conditions it was the Suns 
overall class that finally told the 
story of a match that had little 
highlights, For the record, Spase 
Najdoski got his fifth goal in 
two games when he hit a free- 
kick from just outside the penal- 
ty box to make it 1-0, and then 
Nabil Codmani nodded home a 
Leo Carle comer to make the 


Liverpool 0 
Hurstville 1 
r. a tight game that either team 
could have won, the Hurstville 
Minotaurs have defeated M.S.C 
Liverpool 1-0 at Hammondville 
Park on Sunday afternoon. 

Both teams provided sharp 
defence that saw only a handful 
of scoring opportunities 
throughout the entire match. The 
Hurstville goal came from some 
scrappy play in the goal box. A 
Hurstville counter attack saw a 
good cross from Nick Bolianitis 
that was punched away to the 
right side of the goal box by a 
diving keeper Adam Confoy. 

The Liverpool defenders 
failed to clear the ball and it 
eventually landed at the feet of 
Spiros Kladis who was in the 
centre of the goal box, and then 


goal in the 55th minute. 

Fraser Park 1 

Hawks 1 

this match began dramatical- 

ly and ended dramatically 
and in between there was some 
great soccer from two mid table 
Jocal rivals anxious to keep in 
touch with the league paceset- 
ters. 

Fraser Park Jets Rui Silva 
kicked off by tapping the ball to 
‘Abbas Saad who swung the ball 
with pinpoint accuracy out to 
new signing Danial Cummins on 
the left wing. Cummins took the 
ball towards the edge of the 
penalty area where he unleashed 
his first low shot along the 
ground into the right hand cor- 
ner of the goal giving Stanmore 
keeper Peter Spathis no chance 
11 seconds after kick off. This 


hammered it into the back of the must surely have been one of the 
final score 2-0. net to give his team the winning fastest goals this season. 
WINTER SUPER ©" 
& 
LEAGUE LADDER ~©;, 

(AFTER GAMES PLAYED ON APRIL 29) a 

P Ww D L § A Pts 

Rockdale City Suns a 4 2 1 18 9 14 
Dulwich Hill 7 4 2 1 16 #12 14 
Bankstown City Lions 7 4 1 2 10 6 #15 
H'ville City Minotaurs 7 4 1 2 (2) 8 15 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 7 3 2 2 4 #13 11 
Fairfield Bulls 6 2 2 2 ptr ge I mat} 
Stanmore Hawks 6 2 2 2 6 5 68 
Fraser Park 7 2 2 3 12 13 8 
Macarthur Rams 6 2 1 3 8 9 Yi 
Hajduk Wanderers 7 1 2 4 th 13 5 
MSC Liverpool 6 1 2 3 9 18 5 
AC United rh 1 1 5 6 14 4 

For further information see: www.soccernsw.com 


WWW.SOoCcCcernsw.com.au 


ROUND 


SATURDAY Sth MAY 
Macarthur Rams v M.S.C. Liverpool Lynwood Park 


SUNDAY 6th MAY 


Stanmore Hawks v Bankstown City Arlington Oval 
Hajduk Wanderers v Fairfield Bulls Hadjuk Stadium 
AC United v Dulwich Hill Abruzzi‘Oval ~ 
First Grade: 3.00pm U/2i: 1.00pm —-U/18: 11.00am 
Manly Warringah v Rockdale City Cromer Park 
Hurstville City v Fraser Park Jets St George Stad. 
First Grade: 3.00pm U/21: 1.00pm U/18: 11.00am 


Catch up with all the latest news on the 
Winter Super League and other NSW 
Soccer news on our website: 


WWW.SOccernsw.com.au 
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French midfielder, Patrick Viera (right) holde onto Portugal's Lule Boa Morte 
during thelr friendly game. 


| ALL THE RESULTS 


EUROPEAN FRIENDLIES 


Turkey .. 


Taly 
France . 
Spain . 
Hungary . 


Czech Republic . . 


Norway «4 
Denmark... 


Poland 
Switzerland . 
Croatia 

Romania . 
Moldova . 


South Africa 
4 Portugal . 
1 Japan 
0 Finland 
1 Belgium . 
2 Bulgaria . 
3 Slovenia . 
QO Albania 
1 
} 
2 
0 
0 


Scotland 
Sweden 
Greece 
Slovakia 
Estonia . 


Sebblpetisees 


WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS 


Yugoslavia 


Group One 


Iceland 


Ecuador 


SOUTH AMERICAN ¢ IROUP 


Chile 


Venezuela 
Bolivia . 
Brazil 


1. Argentina 
2. Paraguay 
3, Ecuador 
4, Brazil 

5. Colombia 


aE eS 
eat 2 Liechtenstein .........0 


+l Kazakhstan 
.l Nepal . 


0 Uruguay 


2 Paraguay 
2 Colombia 

3 Argentina . 

1 
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Zamorano ends International career 


’s veteran strik- 
er hae Zamorano 
‘announced his 


international retirement 
last week, a day after a 
home defeat by Uruguay 
virtually ended his chances 
of playing at a second 
World Cup. 

“T believe that I can still 
contribute something to my 
country’s team, but there 
comes a moment when 
something lights up and you 
see that it is the chance to 
step aside,” said the 34-year- 
old, acclaimed as the best 
player his country has pro- 
duced, 

“T hope that if I leave a 
legacy, it will be my dedica- 
tion, professionalism, work 
and effort.” 

Zamorano, who shone 
with Spain’s Real Madrid 
and then Italy’s Inter Milan, 
played for his country at one 
World Cup, in France three 
years ago, when they reached 
the second round. 

Last week's loss left 
Chile, who were missing 
Zamorano’s injured striking 
partner Marcelo Salas, with 
almost no chance of qualify- 
ing for Japan and South 
Korea next year. 


Ivan Zamorano 


an Marino picked up 

their first World Cup 

point for eight years 
last week when Nicola 
Albani scored to give them 
a 1-1 draw with Latvia ina 
European group six qualifi- 
er. 

The home side must have 
thought they were in for an 
easy win as skipper Marians 
Pahars, the Southampton 
striker, scored to put them 
ahead in the first minute of 
the match after being put 
through by Andrejs Rubitts. 


Chile’s coach Pedro 
Garcia, who has yet to win a 
game in his three matches in 
charge, said he would ask the 
player to reconsider, “I’m 
going to talk to him because 
he can’t leave the national 
team on this note,” Garcia 
said. 

Zamorano, who moved to 
Mexican club America at the 
start of the year, had a frus- 
trating final match for his 
country, Chile fell behind to 
an early own goal from debu- 


But although Latvia domi- 
nated the first half with the 
San Marino team failing to 
mount a single shot on goal, 
they were unable to add to 
their score. 

Instead Nicola Albani 
eqalised after 59 minutes 
with a close-range header 
and despite all of Latvia’s 
many attempts to regain the 
lead, San Marino goalie 
Federico Gasperoni had an 
inspired match and blocked 
their progress. 

The last time San Marino 


tant ‘defender Ttalo Diaz and 
it was always an uphill strug- 
gle after that. 

Zamorano was booked for 
dissent and saw two headers 
brilliantly clawed away by 
Uruguay goalkeeper Fabian 
Carini. 

But he was still Chile's 
best and most intelligent 
player, producing a number 
of chances for his team- 
mates and constantly worry- 
ing the Uruguay defence. 

aN 


gained a World Cup point 
was on March 10, 1993 when. 
they drew 0-0 with Turkey in 
the qualifiers leading up to 
the 1994 World Cup in the 
United States. 

The result ad little 
impact in the group with San 
Manno staying bottom, now 
with one point from their five 
matches, and Latvia remain= 
ing one place above theni'| 
with four points from five 
matches. 

aN 


ECUADOR’S W-CUP DEBUT |"“sieno"" 


DREAM TAKES SHAPE 


cuador’s romantic run in the 
Ki Cup qualifiers contin- 

ued last week as they followed 
up last month’s shock win over 
Brazil by beating Paraguay 
2-1, despite being reduced to nine 
men. 

Ecuador had to come from behind, 
played more than two thirds of the 
match with ten men, finished with nine 
and also lost their captain and most 
influential player Alex Aguinaga 


through injury before halftime. 

Another country with little soccer 
pedigree, Venezuela, came close to 
joining Ecuador when they led 
Colombia 2-0 at home with eight min- 
utes left, only to gift the visitors a draw 
with some slapstick defending. 

Ecuador, who have never been to the 
World Cup finals, moved above Brazil 
— at Jeast until Wednesday's Brazil- 
Peru match in Sao Paulo — in the 
group. 


Their total of 22 points takes them 
third, while Paraguay remained second 
with 23, 

The top four teams qualify automat- 
ically and the fifth earns a play off 
against the winners of the Oceania 
region’s qualifying toumament. 

Ecuador, who enjoy the advantage of 
playing at 2,800 metres above sea level, 
made a disastrous start at the Atahualpa 
stadium in Quito, where they have now 
taken 19 points out of a possible 21. 


= aihet Ceinat aT aa hglgie ean Maal agit Pennine li = 
during a World Cup 2002 qualifying match In Quito. 
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d te advanced to the last oe of 
the World Cup Asian zone quuli- 
fiers after a hard-fought 1-1 draw 
against nime-man Kazakhstan in their 
final group six match last week. 

sides, who between them 
‘players sent off in) the final 
three minutes, had also drayyn 1-1 in 
their fi first meeting i in Baghdad a ves 


Zugallo, 69, to 
continue coaching 
till 2013 


jormer Brazil coach 
Mario Zagallo, who 
led his country to the 
1998 World Cup final at 
the age of 67 and is now 
coaching Flamengo, said 
last week he would contin- 
ue his career until 2013. 
The 69-year-old, who 
joined Brazil’s most popular 
team last year, was angry at 
rumours that he was about to 
finally end his long career. 
“They're saying that I'm 
going to leave and retire 
from football,” said the 
superstitious coach whose 
lucky number is 13. 
“Then note it down here — 
on January 13, 2013, at 1300, 


I will retire from football.” 

Zagallo, who claims he 
was born with victory by his 
side, never seems to tire of 
soccer, even after having 
coached Brazil at three 
World Cups. 

He led them to victory in 
1970, fourth place in 1974 
and second in 1998 and also 
won the World Cup as a 
player in 1958 and 1962 and 
as an assistant coach in 
1994. 

When the coach of a rival 
club suggested recently that 
Zagallo should retire, the 
veteran retorted: “I hope he 
wins as many titles as [ 
have”. 


Mario Zagallo: Ageless Brazilian coaching 
supremo, 


‘taly debutants Marco 
Materazzi and Fabio 
iverani were praised by 


just 10 months after he moved 
to Perugia from Serie C club 
Viterbese. 


coach Giovanni Trapattoni 
after the Perugia pair 
impressed in last week’s 1-0 
win over South Africa, 

Liverani, whose mother is 
Somalian, became the first 
black player to represent Italy 
and almost marked his debut 
with a goal when his 14th 
minute free-kick was pushed 
against the post. 

But the lively midfielder 
‘was replaced by Stefano Fiore 
at the break after he had 
picked up a leg injury. 
‘Trapattoni, who has shown a 
willingness to introduce young 
players from unfashionable 
clubs, said he was impressed 
with both his debutants. 

“Liverani did well and had 
‘some very good moments but I 
feel sorry for him that he 
picked up a knock to his leg 
and had to come off. 1 also 
liked what I saw from 
Materazzi — he read the game 
well, did what he had to do and 
brought some security to our 
rearguard,” said the Italy 
coach, 

There was also praise for 
the duo from their club coach 
Serse Cosmi, who predicted a 
bright future for the Perugia 
pair. 


, “It was a great feeling to see 
them in the blue shirt in front 
of their own fans. They both 
did well and quickly fitted in 
with all those star players. 1am 
sure that they can now go on 
and become regular members 
of the Italy squad,” said 
Cosmi. 

Liverani said he was 
pleased with his start to inter- 


national football wich came: 


“| Chelsea striker 
‘Groenkjaer broke the deadlock 


‘in-the Ost minute with his fiest- 


Feyenoord forward Jon Dahl 
Tomasson added a penalty 
after he was brought down in 
the box. Denmark's. victory 


Fabio Liverani (left), one of the new players 
breaking into the Italian national side. 


Jesper the 


stage 
match but he will play on for 


Sporting Lisbon, : 
ance ele 


minutes into the second half by. 
substitute Peter Kjaer, making 
‘his debut. = 

“Tt was like a real pension- 


ers’. match where 1 could just 


“The important thing was to 


get off on a good foot and I 
think I did th: 


Trapattoni 


Africa had proved to be testing 
opponents for his side. 


“Tt was hard work against 


them but the lads deserve 
praise. We could have had 
maybe one more goal but I am 
happy with this,” said the Italy 
coach. 


was a goal for Italy so 1 am 
pleased to have got that now,” 


32.526 sone crowd's ‘tribute 
cand gifts from fans and col- 
Jeagues before making a short 
‘speech of thanks for their sup- 
‘port during his career, 


Fight for shirt 
awaits Nistelrooy 
at Man. Utd 


und van Nistelrooy will not be an 

automatic first choice in the 

United team next sea- 

son, according to United defender Jaap 
Stam. 

“Even though United have paid a lot of 
money for him there is no guarantee thal he 
will walk straight in to the team,” said Stam 
on icons.com. 

“[ believe that we already have four good 
strikers here, the best collection of strikers in 

the premier league in my view. Ruud 
knows that he will have to fight for his place 
with (Andy) Cole, (Dwight) Yorke, (Teddy) 
Sheringham and (Ole Gunnar) Solskjaer 
already at Old Trafford.” 

‘The imposing defender believes United 
fans will have to be patient with Van 
Nistelrooy, who signed for the English cham- 
pions on a five-year contract for a British 
record_19 million pounds from PSV 


EFA has banned Galatasaray 

from using their Ali Sami Yen sta- 

dium for European club competi- 
tion games “due to a serious lack of over- 
all security”. 

‘The Turkish club was also fined 120,000 
Swiss francs (48,600 pounds) for the 
behaviour of its supporters and the “serious 
lack of organisation” in and around the sta- 
dium during the Champions League quar- 
ter-final against Real Madrid on April 3, 
UEFA said in a statement. 

UEFA spokesman Mike Lee said last 
week: “These sanctions will be applied and 
Galatasaray will not be able to play at home 
in European competition until they satisfy 
UEFA that the improvements we are seck- 
ing have been carried out. 

The UEFA statement read: “insuffi- 
Cient protection was offered to the players 
and officials when accessing or leaving the 


GALATASARAY’S 


STADIUM BANNED 


Eindhoven last week. 

“Ruud will need time to adjust to the pre- 
mier league next season, where he will be 
playing against better teams and better 
defenders than he is used to in the Dutch 
league.” Stam said. 

“Bat I have no doubt that he will settle, as 
his style of play will be suited to the premier 
Teague. 

Van Nistelrooy will join United on July 1, 
over a year after United's original bid to sign 
him collapsed when he failed a medical and 
then suffered a serious knee injury. 

“Ruud is still only 24-years-old, so United 
will be treated to the best years of his career.” 
added Stam, 

“He is a very talented striker; he is good in 
the air, very fast, physically strong and has a 
very powerful shot, Ruud is very impressive 
in front of goal. When he gets a chance, he 
always seems to score.” 


'd 


ficld of play, as well as at the-exit from the 
dressing room area. 

“we the stadium was considerably over- 
crowded and even gangways and stairways 
‘were occupied by spectators.” 
Galatasaray can appeal the decision 
before April 28. 

‘The latest fine came just five days after 
UEFA confiscated more than $2 million 
and imposed a 350,000 Swiss francs fine on 
Galatasaray for ticketing imegularities at 
last season's UEFA Cup final. The Turkish 
club put their 12,149 tickets on sale at a 
higher price than that agreed with UEFA 
and the Danish organisers of the final 
staged at the Parken Stadium, Copenhagen 
in May last year. 


Peter Schmeichel (L) receives a giant picture from his 
Se 
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‘over South Africa in a friendly ‘was 
ways than one. The 1-0 scoreline: 
iy is neither here nor there because. 
friendly encounter. 

tially a city known to host an interna- 
for the locals to-have the ‘Azzurri” 


was replaced by Stefano Fiore due 


‘debut against South Africa, a 
admitted to international sport in 
it brutal ‘apartheid regime, 

ly last year was playing in the Italian Third 
‘He was unknown, Now after almost a year in the 
with Perugia, he has attracted the eye of Malian | 


ade bis international debut in Perugia - the same 
ty where he plays Serie A football. After only 14 minutes 
he ‘nearly scored after his free-kick was turned onto the post 
the South African goalkeeper, It would have been the 

ing on the cake’ fora fairy tale debut. 
The: eventual task of scoring was left io Roma’s Vincenzo 
‘Montella ‘who just can’t stop scoring goals at both club and 
-hational level. Unfortunately Filippo Inzaghi missed a 
in the 24th minute after the opposing bees was 


a Tce ne drop in their wo 


i will ie a match that he wal 


I would dare o add that he is possibly the best ttalian 
Player in the post war era, 

Gianni. Rivera, Giacinto Facchetti, Gigi Riva, Marco 
jancarlo. Antognoni, Franco Baresi and Paolo | 
‘Maldini are certainly 4 up there too, and while it is hard to 
rs of different eras and ‘those that play in dif 
ferent positions, Baggio certainly has everything. He is the 
complete footballer and still the ‘maestro’. He is playing 
wonderfully well and : scoring on a weekly basis for Brescia. 

‘Not only is he scoring, he is creating chances for 
teammates. | Brescia is totally aggio-dependant and should 


n them), when the vey best 
wn. backyard’ 


ee 
2 
0 
eB) 


ATALANTA 2 


BOLOGNA 2 
Fe second-half equalis- 

ers from Giuseppe 
Signori gave Bologna a draw 
in this clash for a place in 
Europe. 

Atalanta looked to be 
heading for their first home 
win in almost three months 
courtesy of goals from for- 
mer Bologna striker Nicola 
Ventola and Domenico 
Morfeo but Signori struck 
with a dipping freekick in the 
57th and a rare beader in the 
75th. 


BARI 3 
PERUGIA 4 


AM astonishing match in 
wich Perugia scored 
four times in 14 minutes in 
the last half hour to overturn 
a 3-0 deficit and keep their 
European hopes alive. 

South Korean midfielder 
Ahn Jung-hwan started the 
fightback in the 67th minute 
and substitute Anselmo 
Robbiati then scored twice 
before Marco Materazzi hit 
the fourth with an 82nd 
minute penalty. 

Bari’s misery was com- 
pounded by the dismissal of 
Danish defender Michael 
Madsen in the 80th minute. 


BRESCIA 1 INTER 
MILAN 0 


oberto Baggio scored for 
the fifth consecutive 
match to condemn his old 
club Inter to a defeat which 
dents their chances of claim- 
ing Italy's fourth Champions 
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League berth. 

Baggio sent the keeper the 
wrong way from the penalty 
spot in the 12th minute to 
ensure Brescia continue their 
march away from the drop 
zone. 


FIORENTINA 2 
UDINESE 1 


E™ Chiesa scored 
twice in five minutes 
early in the second half to 
take his league tally for the 
season to 19 and turn defeat 


into victory for Fiorentina. 

His first came after a one- 
two with Marco Rossi and 
his second from a superb 
freekick. 

Udinese have taken just 
one point from 18 on the 
toad. 


JUVENTUS 1 
LECCE 1 


ilippo Inzaghi missed an 

86th-minute penalty and 
then hit the woodwork in the 
fifth minute of injury time as 
Juve, who had 10 comer 
Kicks to none for their oppo- 
nents, tried everything to 
beat Lecce and keep the pres- 
sure on AS Roma. 

Croatian defender Igor 
Tudor put Juve ahead in the 
40th minute but Lecce 
equalised within seconds 
thanks to a courageous div- 
ing header from Alessandro 
Conticcio. 


AC MILAN 1 
VERONA 0 


raine’s Andriy 
Shevchenko converted a 
controversial 69th minute 
penalty to give lacklustre 
Milan all three points. 

The spotkick was awarded 
to Shevchenko’s striking 
partner Oliver Bierhoff, who 
went down in the box after 
rounding keeper Fabrizio 
Ferron. 

Television replays sug- 
gested Bierhoff was clipped 
by the keeper but made a 
meal of the challenge. 


AS Roma striker Gabriel Batistuta (left) celebrates 
“after scoring against Lazio with team mate Vincent 
Candela during their Serie A soccer match at 


Rome's Olympic stadium. 
AS ROMA 2 Roma led 2-0 thanks to 
strikes from Gabriel 
LAZIO 2 Batistuta and = Marco 
rgentine Lucas _Delvecchio. 


Castroman scored in the 
fifth minute of injury time to 
give Lazio a dramatic derby 
draw which dampens 
Roma’s title expectations, 


Juventus’s striker Darko Kovacevic (right) jumps for the ball with Lecce 
defender Alberto Savino during their soccer match at Delle Alpi’s Stadium 


in Turin, 


But Pavel Nedved pulled 
‘one back for the champions 
in the 78th minute before 
Castroman, a late substitute, 
blasted a bullet shot into the 
bottom comer of the Roma 
net. 


~ VICENZA 0 
PARMA 1 


triker Marco Di Vaio 

scored the only goal of 
the match in the 80th minute 
to give in-form Parma a fur- 
ther boost in their bid to 
make the ~Champions 
League. 

Their sixth away win of 
the season leaves Vicenza 
stuck in the relegation zone, 


REGGINA 3 
NAPOLI 1 


tal win-for Reggina in 
this southern relegation 
clash. 

The home side scored 
three times without reply in 
the first 50 minutes before 
Brazilian Edmundo scored a 
consolation for the 
Neapolitans. 

Napoli’s Francesco 
Baldini and Reggina’s Jose 

Mamede were sent off for 
a clash in the 87th minute. 


NGLISH PREMIERSHI 


Manchester City striker, Shaun Goater (right) contests the ball with West Ham midfielder, 
Jan Pearce. Goater scored the lone goal which gave Manchester City victory. 


COVENTRY CITY 0 
LIVERPOOL 2 


econd from bottom, Coventry's 

34-year-stint in the top flight 
looks to be over after a result that 
keeps alive Liverpool's 
Champions League hopes in fifth 
place. 

Coventry missed two great early 
chances but the longer the game 
went on, the less-likely they 
looked to score. 

Michael Owen and Robbie 
Fowler both missed decent 
chances for Liverpool before Sami 
Hyppia glanced in a Gary 
MeAllister corner seven minutes 
from time. 

McAllister then added his 
fourth in four games with a long 
range free kick. 


MAN. CITY 1 
WEST HAM UTD 0 


ec live on after an amazing 
‘game where they dominated 
the first half but were under siege 
in the second, 

Shaun Goater’s deflected shot 
after 23 minutes put City ahead 
and Alf Inge Haaland should have 
made it 2-0 early in the second 
half, 

West Ham stepped up the pace 
with City hanging on ever more 
desperately, Danny Tiatto and 
Danny Granville each clearing off 
the line and goalkeeper Carlo Nash 
making three great saves, two to 
deny Bulgarian striker Svetoslav 
Todorov. 

But Todorov had only himself) 
to blame when he blazed over the 
bar from three metres out in injury 
time. 


SOUTHAMPTON © DERBY COUNTY 1 ° 


SUNDERLAND 1 


‘ames Beattie had an early goal 

disallowed as Southampton 
searched in vain for their first goal 
since the departure of Glenn 
Hoddle last month. 

Kevin Kilbane showed them the 
way with a flying overhead kick 
nine minutes into the second half. 


ARSENAL 2 


erby, who face Ipswich and 
‘Manchester United in their 
last two games, are still at risk 
after another defeat, 
Arsenal’s Nwankwo Kanu cele- 
brated his return to the starting 
lineup with a close range goal after 


21 minutes but Stefano Eranio 
headed Derby's equaliser just 
before the break with their first 
chance of the game. 

Substitute Robert Pires clinched 
Arsenal’s deserved win 10 minutes. 
from time after Matt Poom had 
blocked a Sylvain Wiltord shot. 


NEWCASTLE UTD 1 
LEICESTER CITY 0 


ius chalked up an unwant- 
ed record of eight successive 
league defeats as Carl Cort struck 
in injury time for Newcastle, who 
dominated the game. 


EVERTON 2 
BRADFORD CITY 1 


radford needed to win to avoid 

relegation but, after taking a 
third-minute lead through Andy 
Myers, proceeded to miss two 
penalties as Everton ensured their 
own survival. 

Everton took control for the first. 
half and Duncan Ferguson shot in 
Everton's equaliser two minutes 
after the break. 

Bradford missed a great chance 
to regain the lead after Benito 
Carbone was felled by Steve 
Watson in the area — only for 
Everton keeper Paul Gerrard to 
save Robbie Blake's penalty 
Niclas Alexandersson put Everton 
ahead in the 64th minute, before 
Bradford missed their second spot 
kick — Benito Carbone firing over 
the bar after Andy Myers’ header 
was handled on the line by Steve 
Watson. 


“Coventry City. 
Derby County . 
Everton .. 

Leeds United 
‘Manchester City 
M'brough 
Newcastle Utd . 
Southampton . ; 
Tottenham Hotspur 


Pp 
1, Manchester Utd (champions) 35 
2. Arsenal 
3. Leeds United 
4, Ipswich Town 
5. Liverpool 
6. Chelsea 
7, Sunderland 
8. Aston Villa 
9. Charlton Athletic 
10. Newcastle 
11. Tottenham 
12. Southampton 


Charlton Athletic v Ipswich Town 
(Playing on Monday night) 


‘West Hain Utd 
Manchester Utd .. 
Leichester City . 
Sunderland... 
Aston Villa 


D 
3 
7 
9 
i] 
9 
1 
Il 
9 
12 
14 
14 
13 


LEEDS UNITED 2 
CHELSEA 0 


obbie Keane and Mark Viduka 
truck in the last five minutes 


Leeds’ Mark Viduka turns away in delight after scoring for his club against London side, Chelsea. 


to give Leeds an important win 
that moved them into the top three, 
and on course for a Champions 
League place, 

Leeds made most of the running 
in a scrappy game but time was 
Tunning out when David O'Leary 
threw on Keane and Eirik Bakke 
nine minutes from the end. 

Keane, on loan for much of the 
season before signing permanently 
from Inter Milan last week, broke 
through the middle to score within 
four minutes, while Viduka lashed 
in the second two minutes later, 


M’BROUGH 0 - 
MAN. UTD 2 


hil Neville’s second-ever pre- 

mier league goal, a 25-metre 
screamer, after just four minutes 
and a first goal of the year for 
David Beckham 10 minutes from 
time gave United a comfortable. 
victory against a Middlesbrough 
side lacking the fight expected 
given their plight. Z 


TOTTENHAM 0 
ASTON VILLA 0 


disappointing mid-table 

encounter that had “thinking 
about next season” written all over 
it, 

The best chance of the game fell 
to Villa's Darius Vassell in the 
74th minute but was cleared off 
the line by Luke Young, 
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Brazil 807 
France 792 
Argentina 710 
Italy 750 
Portugal 735 
Czech Rep. 732 
Spain 725 
Germany 14 
Paraguay 78 
Netherlands 709 
Yugoslavia 697 
Romania 688 
Mexico 681 
fngland 677 
Colombia 667 
Norway 666 
Croatia 665 
United States 659 
Sweden 645 
Russia 642 
Denmark 641 
South Africa 630 
Poland 627 
Scotland 627 
Slovakia’ 627 
Turkey 620 
Belgium: 619 
Chile 617 
Saudi Arabia 
Ireland Republic 611 
). Morocco 61 
“Tunisia 607 
Trinidad & 4 
Tobago 596 
Egypt 589 
Ukraine 588 
Slovenia 587 
Austria’ 586 
Cameroon. 586 
‘Uniguay «583 
Wan 30) B84 
Korea Republic 578 
Japan 572 
Israel a) 
Bulgaria 570 
Jamaica 567 
Greece: 564 
Cote d' volte 561 
Hungary. © 559 
Honduras 557 
Peru 554 
Ecuador 553. 
Costa Rica 552 
Angola 549 
Zambia 548 
Nigeria 545 
Switzerland = 540 
leeland 537 
Finland =~ 529 
Guatemala 528 
Ghana 525 
Thailand 519 
Cyprus 514 
Zimbabwe 514 
, Estonia $i 
Canada. 506. 
UAE. 504 
Kuwait 503 
Georgia 499 


World Rankings 


(Valid until May 10) 


=68 Bosnia-Herz 499 
70. Bolivia 498 
71 Burkina Faso. © 491 
72 Macedonia FYR 490 
73 Congo DR 486 
74 Uebekisian 485 
75 Liberia 482 
76 Algeria a8 
77 AUSTRALIA 476 
78 Albania 473 
=79 China PR 472. 
=79 Guinea 472. 
=81 Senegal 470 
=81 Qatar 470 
=81 Cuba 470 
84 Togo 468 
85 Iraq 467 
86 Namibia 465, 
87 Lithuania. 462 
88 Belarus 454 
89 El Salvador 
90° Haiti 452 
91 Gabon 449 
92. Congo 448 
93 Armenia 447 
94° Latvia 445, 
95 New Zealand 444 
96 “Indonesia 441 
97 Vietham SR 437 
98 Northern Ireland 430 
99 Moldova 
100 Oman 
101 Kenya 
102 Mali 
103. Singapore 409 
104 Syria 407 
105. Malaysia’ 405, 
406 Uganda 404 
~ 107 Barbados 402° 
08Wales 399 
=108Jordan 399 
110 Lebanon 381. 
411, Libya pe (om 
=112Mozambique — 375 
=112 Venezuela 375 
114 “Azerbaijan 369 
115 Faroe Islands 364 
116 Bahrain 361 
117 Madagascar 357. 
118. Malawi 355 
419. Mauritius 343 
120 Sudan 333 
421. India 932 
=122Malta 319 
=122Hong Kong =~ 319 
124 Kazakhstan 318 
125 Panama 317 
426 StVincenvGr 311 
427 Lesotho 304 
=128Burundi 303 
=128 Swaziland 303 
430. Myanmar 302 
131 Turkmenistan — 300 
132 Rwanda 298 
493 Fl 2 007 
134 StLucia 295 
=185Sierra Leone 289. 
=135Grenada 289 
137 287 


Solomon Isl. 


188 Tahiti 285 
139. Ethiopia 279 
140° Tajikistan 277. 
141 Luxemburg 265 
142. Bangladesh 261 
143 Tanzania 256 
144 Andorra 252 
=145 Liechtenstein. 249 
=145Korea DPR 249 
447. Antigua and Bar. 248 
148 Palestine 245 
149. St Kitts & Nevis 242 
149 Benin 242 
151 Botswana 240 
152 Maldives 239 
153. Sri Lanka 234 
154 Dominica 220 
155 Bermuda 216 
156 Gambia 214 
=157Dominican Rep 208 
=157Cape Verde ts. 208 
159 Eritrea 195 
160 Cayman Islands 191 
161 Yemen: 190 
162 Kyrgyzstan 188 
163. British Virgin Is. 186 
164 Mauritania 185 
165 Chinese Taipei 183 
166°Sap Marino 175 
167 Chad 173 
170, 
168 
170 Nepal 

171 Vanuatu 162 
172 Cambodia 158 
173 Cook Islands 156 
174 Samoa 189 

175 Netherlands 
Antilles 132 

176 Central 

African Rep. 127 
177 Guinea-Bissau 123 
121 
jet 
i } 115 
- =181Philippines 114 

=181Sa0 Tome ¢ 
Principe 114 
=181 Macao 114 
184. Niger 104 
185 Aruba Be 99) 
186 Belize Ele 92: 
187 Equatorial Guinea 90 
188 Seychelles 82 
189 Mongolia eaBt 
190° Djibouti 79 
191, Pakistan Sera 
192 Nicaragua 70 
193 Anguilla «65 
194 PNG 64 
195 Brunei Dar. 63 
196 Somalia 59 


197 Puerto Rico 52 
198. US Virgin Islands 33 


“199 Guam 28 
200 Turks and 

Caicos Is. 22 

201° Bhutan 44 
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Bonjrere fired as 
Nigerian 


utchman Jo 
Bonfrere has been 
sacked as 


Nigeria’s National Soccer 
team coach following 
poor performances in 
World Cup qualifying 
matches. 

Nigerian Football 
Association (NFA) second 
vice-chairman Obienu 
Nwabufor told reporters 
last week: “I want to 
announce to you that the 
board of the NFA has ter- 
minated the appointment of 
the technical adviser Jo 
Bonfrere with immediate 
effect.” 

Bonfrere gained hero 
status when he guided 


Nigeria’s under-23 team to 
Olympic gold in Atlanta in 
1996. But his second spell 
in charge was marked by 
controversy, 

His sacking was virtually 
a foregone conclusion after 
the Super Eagles were beat- 
en 1-0 by unfancied Sierra 
Leone last Saturday, a 
result which has all but 
shattered their hopes of 
qualifing for the 2002 
World Cup finals. 

Nigerian coach Shaibu 
Amodu is to take tempo- 
rary charge as interim man- 
ager with the help of Joe 
Erico, a former member of 
the technical team, 


Hendry 
banned, finea 
for elbowing 


Colin Hendry 


cotland defender Colin 
Hendry has been hand- 
ed a six-match interna- 
following an 


Marino player. 

The Scottish Football 
Association (SFA) said it had 
been informed of the punish- 
ment by world ruling body 
FIFA. It also said the defender 
had-been fined 10,000 Swiss 
francs (4,100 pounds). 

The SFA said it thought the 
punishment was severe and 
was considering whether to 
appeal. “I am disappointed at 


the severity of the punish- 
ment, given the particular cir- 
cumstances of the incident 
and the player's previous good 
disciplinary record,” said SFA 
Chief Executive David Taylor. 

Hendry appeared to elbow 
Nicola Albani in the throat as 
the pair clashed in the penalty 
area while waiting for a corner 
to be taken in Scotland's 4-0 
European group six win al 
Hampden Park on March 28. 

Albani, an 18-year-old stu- 
dent, was stretchered off and 
taken to hospital only seconds 
after coming on as a substi- 
tute. 

FIFA announced its deci- 
sion after examining video 
evidence of the incident. 

No complaint was made by 
the San Marino team and the 
incident was not mentioned in 
the referee’s report, or by the 
FIFA delegate at the match on 
March 28, 

Hendry, who scored twice 
in Scotland’s win, has won 51 
caps for his country. 


GERMAN FAN 


Ee 


Bontrere Jo: Sacked as Nigeria's head coach. 


I'm staying 
at Arsenal — 
.— Vieira 


rance —_ midfielder 
Frere Vieira says 

he wants to sfiy at 
Arsenal until the end of his 
current deal in 2004 — 
despite his criticism of the 
club’s transfer poli 

“If anyone thinks that 
because I say things it means 
I want to leave, then they are 
wrong,” Vieira told website 
football365.com. * 

“I have a contract until 
2004 but who knows what 
will happen after that? 1 
could be here for years to 


After Arsenal’s 
Champions League quarter- 
final exit penultimate week 
Vieira said the London club 
had made a mistake by sell- 
ing Mare Overmars and 


Emmanuel Petit’ ~—‘to 
Barcelona in the summer and 
needed reinforcements. 


The comments prompted 
speculation that Vieira could 
move abroad but the 24- 


year-old player said on 
Thursday: “I want to make it 
clear to every Arsenal fan 
that I have no intention of 
going to Italy, or anywhere 
else. 

“T became a better player 
after coming (o England 
under (manager) Arsene 
Wenger so why should [ 
even consider _leaying 
Arsenal? 

“The people at this club 
know what is going to hap- 
pen. It is very clear to them 
that I want to stay at Arsenal. 

“I have a contract at 
Arsenal until 2004; they 
know my respect for the club 
and the fans.” 

Vieira has been outstanding 
for Arsenal this season despite 
being sent off twice in the first 
week of the campaign. 

Arsenal are currently sec- 
ond in the premier league 
and play Liverpool in the FA 
Cup final on May 12 in 
Cardiff. 


near Frankfurt, a police spokesman said, 


DIES IN RIOT 
25-year-old German man died last week from head 
wounds sustained as he tried to escape from rioting 
fans at a friendly match, police said. 

The man from the eastern town of Dresden, whose identity 
was not revealed, fell from a height of six to seven metres after 
climbing a fence following the game between amateur side 
Darmstadt 98 and first division Eintracht Frankfurt, 

He was trying to get out of the stadium as fast as possible to 
avoid facing a group of about 300 Eintracht supporters who 
went on the rampage during and after the match in Darmstadt, 


He was taken toa hospital in Mainz, where he died. 
Eintracht’s fans, frustrated by a run of form that has left their 
team second-bottom of the Bundesliga standings, have been 
involved in trouble after several matches in recent weeks. 

“| hope this will serve as a warning to those who just won't 
said Eintracht spokesman Guenter-Peter Ploog. 
incident sheds a dreadful light on the majority of nor- 
mal Eintracht fans,” he added. Eintracht are due to visit Hertha 
Berlin on Saturday. 

“The Hertha fans and the Berlin police are both fully aware 
of this problem and I don’t think there will be any violence,” 
Ploog said. 


“LYON KEEP UP 
PRESSURE ON NANTES 


Substitute Christophe Delmotte scored a late winner as 
Olympique Lyon beat title rivals Lille 2-1 away to keep the 
pressure on French first division leaders Nantes, 

Lyon's win lifted them to 58 points, one behind Nantes 
who played at Troyes .The top teams will then have two 
matches left in the season, 

Girondins Bordeaux won 2-1 away to Stade Rennes to 
move into third place on 56 points, with Lille dropping to 
fourth. 

Lille, last season's second division champions, took the 
lead through defender Johnny Ecker — but Brazilian strik- 
er Sonny Anderson equalised with his 19th league goal of 
the season. 

Delmotte grabbed the 89th-minute winner just 10 min- 
utes after coming on to the pitch — finding his way past 
the best defence in the championship with an angled left- 
foot shot to beat goalkeeper Gregory Wimbee. 

Lyon are now unbeaten in 11 straight games, 

Prolific Portuguese striker Pedro Pauleta scored both 
Bordeaux's goals against Rennes to take his tally to 19 for 
the season, but Bordeaux had to withstand late pressure 
after Jocelyn Gourvennec pulled a goal back for the home 
side. 

‘St Etienne, 10-times French champions. were relegated 
along with Strasbourg after only drawing 1-1 at home to 
RC Lens. Les Veris had seven points deducted earlier in 
the season for fielding players with fake European pass- 
ports. 

Toulouse kept alive their hopes of avoiding the drop 
when they rallied from 2-0 down to beat Sedan 3-2 away. 

Sedan led through a pair of goals from Pius N'Diefi but 
Reynald Pedros, Thierry Moreau and Nicolas Dieuze all 
netted for Toulouse as Sedan suffered their first home 
league defeat of the season. 

Earlier in the day, Metz made sure of their place in the 
first division next season When they beat Marseille 1-0. 

Midfielder Mario Espartero: scored after 65 minutes 
with a shot from the edge of the area, giving Metz a win 
that made certain they cannot be relegated, 

In other matches, Paris St Germain and Monaco drew 
II, relegated Strasbourg beat AJ Auxerre 1-0 and Bastia 
won for the first time in eight matches when they beat En 
Avant Guingamp 2-0. 

Marco Simone shot Monaco ahead at the Pare des 
Princes, but substitute Laurent Robert came on to score an 
equaliser and save PSG's blushes. 


Laurent Roberts, scorer of PSG’s 
equaliser against Monaco. 


SCHALKE HELD, BUT 
STILL REMAIN TOPS 


Bottom club VIL Bochum added excitement to a tight 
Bundesliga title race by holding leaders Schalke 04 to a I-1 
draw in a clash of extremes. 

The result left Schalke ahead of Bayem Munich, who 
beat SC Freiburg 1-0, only on goal difference with three 
games left 

Attacking midfielder Paul Freier put Bochum ahead in 
their home stadium in the Ruhr Valley detby by exploiting a 
blunder from Schalke’s Czech libero Jiri Nemec in the 2ist 
minute, 

The Gelsenkirchen club, chasing their first German 
crown in $3 years, equalised courtesy of Belgian striker 
Emile Mpenza 20 minutes from time. 

“We never found a way into the game in the first half and 
we left Bochum far too much space,” said Schalke coach 
Huub Stevens, 

Bayern Munich had earlier kept alive their hopes of a 
third straight German crown by overcoming a brave 
Freiburg side. 


Schalke’s Joerg Broehme (right) tackles a 
Bochum defender. 

Germany midfielder Mehmet Scholl hit the winner from 
a free kick in the 65th minute at the Olympic stadium, giv- 
ing the Munich club a welcome boost three days before the 
first leg of their Champions League semifinal against Real in 
Madrid. 

Freiburg, who stay seventh and still have a chance to play 
in the UEFA Cup next season, had most of the possession in 
the first half but the best opportunity fell to Bayern striker. 

“This is an important victory which keeps us in con- 
tention for the title,” said Bayern coach Ottmar Hitzfeld. 

“It wasn't easy,” he added. “We knew Freiburg were in 
top shape and they made life difficult for us. We had a lot of 
problems in the first 30 minutes: After that we changed our 
tactical system and played bett 

Bayer Leverkusen shook off a looming crisis when a 
‘superb free kick from Germany striker Oliver Newville was 
enough to secure a 1-0 win at Kaiserslautern. 

Leverkusen, whose coach Berti Vogts had criticised his 
players’ attitude and said he would have appreciated more 
‘Support from his bosses, were fourth three points behind the 
leaders, 

“T have the strength to keep working here,” said Vogts, 
whose team where level on 53 points with third-placed 
Borussia Dortmund, The 1997 European champions, who 
drew 1-1 at VEL Wolfsburg , have a better goal difference. 


1. Schalke 04 z 
2.Bayem Munich 31 
3.B. Dortmund 31 
4.B. Leverkusen 31 
5. Hertha Berlin 31 
6. Kaiserslautern ot 
-7-SC Freiburg 

8. Werder Bremen 3 
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CORUNA CLOSE GAP 
WITH MADRID 


Osasuna’s Alex Fernandez (middle) being 
congratulated by teammates after scoring 
against Real Madrid. 


Deportivo Coruna maintained their 15-month unbeaten 
home run and closed the gap on Spanish league leaders Real 
Madrid to nine points after a Fran header gave them a 1-0 win 
over Espanyol, 

The Galician side's longest-serving player capped a fine 
performance as he ghosted in at the far post to nod home a per- 
fectly weighted cross from Victor on 20 minutes 

Real Madrid, who drew 1-1 at home to Osasuna, lead the 
table on 69 points, Deportivo follow on 60. 

But, with just six games left, European champions Real are 
still firm favourites for the title. 

Real Mallorca stayed on course for a place in next season's 
Champions League afier Albert Luque scored twice to give 
them a 2-1 victory over Real Zaragoza wich kept them fourth, 

| five points ahead of Barcelona who were held to a 1-1 draw 
by Celta Vigo. 

Numancia lost 3-1 at home to Villarreal and are now two 
points adrift at the bottom of the table, two points behind fel- 
low relegation candidates Racing Santander fought out a 1-1 
draw at home to Rayo Vallecano, 

Espanyol defender Cristobal was sent off for his second 
booking after a tough challenge on Fran and seven minutes 
later Donato followed after he too received his second yellow 
card. 


Makaay failed to hit the target after he rounded keeper Juan 
Luis Mora on 68 minutes and Victor headed powerfully 
against the bar in the last minute, But the narrow win was 
enough to keep Deportvo's faint hopes of retaining their ttle 
alive 

Young forward Albert Luque notched two well-taken 
strikes for high-flying Mallorca. The first came after just 
seven minutes when he rose high above the Zaragoza defence 
to head home powerfully after a superb cross from Miquel 
Soler. 

His second came seven minutes from the break as he head- 
od in after Juanmi had failed to hold a rasping drive from 
Samuel Eto'o, 

‘The win kept them clear of fifth-placed Barcelona, who 
were unable to get the better of Celta in an entertaining match 
al the Camp Nou. 

After their 3-1 defeat against Osasuna, which precipitated 
the sacking of Llorenc Serra Ferrer, the team produced a much 
improved performance with new coach Carles Rexach at the 
helm, 
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WORLD LEAGUES 
BELGIUM FIRST DIVISION 


Club Bruges 
Mouscron 

Standard Liege... 
LaLouviere .... 
Beerschot . ...~ 
Mechelen *: 
Eendracht Aalst . 
Sint-Truiden . 


Anderlecht 
Charleroi. 
Beveren 
Westerlo 


Ghent Lokeren ..... 

D 
1, Anderlecht 8 
2. Club Bruges Strat OA Te hare 
3. StandardLiege 31 15 11 5 69 38 56 
4. Ghent 3115 8 8 S6 45 53 
5. Beerschot 31 16 3 12 55 48 51 
6. Mouscron 31 14 7 10 58. 45 49 
7, Lokeren 31:13 9 9 48 40 48 
8. Westerlo. 3113: 8 10 56 SI 47 
9, Charleroi 31135 13 49 54 44 
10. Lierse 31 12: 6 13 43 42 42 
11. Genk 31:10 9 12 42 43 39 
12. Antwerp 3110 5S 16 34 44 35 
13, Beveren 31 9 8 14 27 56 35 
14, Sint-Truiden 31 7 17 35 52 28 
15,LaLouviere 31 5 WIS 27 50 26 
16. Harelbeke 31-7 4) 20) 33) 73-25 
17, Eendracht Aalst 31 6 7 18 28 60 25 
18, Mechelen 49 


Roosendaal «1 Utrecht... 2 
Nijmegen RKC Waalwijk . a 
Roda JC Feyenoord .. 0 
Twente Enschede . AZ Alkmaar 0 
Fortuna Sittard . Groningen . A 
Willem II Tilburg . PSV Eindhoven al 
Vitesse Amhem . Graafschap . at 
Sparta Rotterdam . Heerenveen ee | 


9c scan nn tncAll o NAC BIEGA oan oat 
DL F A Pt 

1. PSV Eindhoven 30 21 8 | Gt 18 71 

2, Feyenoord 30 19-2 9 58 29 $9 

3. Roda JC oy BONG ST ie hoas 5 

4, Ajax 29:16 6 7 71 33 54 

5. Vitesse Arnhem 29 14 8 7 48 39 50 

6, RKC Waalwijk 30 13 10 7 40 31 49 

7, Utrecht 29:14 6 9 45 40 48 

8. Heerenveen 29 11 Wt 7 47 (34 44 

9. Willem II Tilburg 30 11 9 10 SO 44 42 

10. NAC Breda 30 1 8 oO 

11, Nijmegen 309 «2B 

12. Enschede 30 8 10 

13.Groningen 30 8 & 

14, AZ Alkmaar’ 30-8) 7 

15, Graafschap 30 8 3 

16. Fortuna Sitard 30 6 7 

17.S. Rotterdam 30 6 5 

18. Rosendaal 4 2 


Maritimo ..... 
Farense 


Campomaiorense 
Pacos Ferreira ..... 


Gil Vicente Estrela Amadora 
Salgueiros Uniao Leiria . 
Ayes... Beira Mar 
Porto 
Vitoria Guimaraes 
Alverca : 

w 
1, Boavista 2 8 2 68 
2, Porto 0 4 6 64 
3. Sporting 17 4 8 55 
4. Braga 59 6 54 
5, Benfica 15707 52 ¢ 
6. Uniao Leiria 1310 7 49 
7. Belenenses S948 48 
8, Beira Mar B 6 1 45 
9, Pacos Ferreira on 8 32 44 
10. Salgueiros 123 15 37 48 39 
11, Maritimo 10 7 13 30 33 37 
12. Farense 9 9.12 35 43 36 
13. Alverca 10 6 14 
14. Gil Vicente 7716 
15. V, Guimaraes 6 9 15 
16. Campomaiorense30 5 11 14 
17. Aves 8 19 


30 3 
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‘SOUTH MELBOURNE _ 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
PERTH GLORY 16 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
MARCONI STALLIONS 12 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS > 7 
FOOTBALL KINGZ _ 10 7 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 
PARRAMATTA POWER 
SYDNEY UNITED 10 6 
CANBERRA COSMOS 9 4 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 

NEWCASTLE UNITED 


EASTERN PRIDE 28 
SOUTH MELBOURNE : > € | 
(Vlahos 29, Boutsianis 45, 48, 49, 58, Cunico 550g) : 
(Moreira 9, Burgess 14) 2 


Venue: Bob Jane Stadium. Crowd: 6,500. Referee: Matthew Breeze 
Cautions: Spencer (22), Langdon (32), Anastasiadis (62), Enes (83). 


brie Se halal agre iy hale S Serpe ee losifidis 
facgce Dace Ve Boutsianis, 

SPIRIT: Henderson, Howson, Langdon, 
ne Se 


layer Of 
The Week 


: are 


PERTH GLORY 3 

(Miller 19, Maloney 21, Edwards 54) | 

‘Venue: Bruce Stadium. Crowd: 3,760. Referee: C. Diomis. | 

(Cautions: Wehrman (PG) 75, Deans (PG) $3, Imaye'(CC) $7. FORrEIT ] 
Sete _PWAGBED TC | 
PERTH GLORY: Joe SYPNEY CLYMPIC 
an eB a ASSSRE fe 2: CO - 


Con Boutsianis: South Mefbor 
brilliant left-fov 
| Sunday almost 


